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A Cognitive Linguistic Analysis of Ni-Marked Source NP in Japanese

Kazumi SUGAI
Hyogo University of Teacher Education

ABSTRACT
This paper aims to provide analysis of the dative/ablative (ni/kara) case alternation in Japanese to
maintain that the alternation must not be ascribed to agency of the source NP, but to the
conceptualizaer's construal to the event as a whole.
The alternation discussed in this paper is observed when the verb is a goal-subject verb, like
“kariru”, (borrow), “morau” (get), “kiku” (hear), “narau” (learn) and others, as follows:

(1) a. Taro-ga {sensei-ni  / sensei-kara } hon-o  Kkarita.
Taro-NOM  teacher-DAT / teacher-ABL ~ book-ACC  borrow(PAST)
“Taro borrowed a book from the teacher.”

b. Taro-ga {* toshokan-ni / toshokan-kara } hon-o  karita.
Taro-NOM library-DAT / library-ABL book-ACC  borrow(PAST)
“Taro borrowed a book from the library.”

In this pair the source NP “sensei” (teacher) can be marked with the dative (-ni) case as well as the
ablative (-kara) case. The previous literature analyses from the objectivistic point of view that the
ni-marking is possible when the source NP is AGENT as well as SOURCE in its semantic role.
The objectivistic analysis is invalid, however, because it cannot account for the cases in (2a) and
(2b) below.

(2) a. Taro-ga {ginkou-ni / ginkou-kara }  okane-o karita.
Taro-NOM bank-DAT / bank-ABL money-ACC  borrow(PAST)
“Taro borrowed money from the bank.”

b. Taro-ga {yanushi-ni /* yanushi-kara }  heya-o  Kkarita.
Taro-NOM landlord-DAT / landlord-ABL  room-ACC rent(PAST)
“Taro rent a room from the landlord.”

In (2a) the source NP “ginkou” (bank) does not serve as ANGET, but is marked with the dative
ni-case. In (2b), the source NP “yanushi” (landlord) cannot be marked with the ablative kara-case.

To explain the phenomena in (1) and (2) comprehensively, this paper proposes the
construal-based analysis on the basis of the schematic meanings of the Japanese dative (-ni) case
and the ablative (-kara) case as follows; the source NP is marked with the ni-case when the
nominative-marked NP is construed as “appealing" to the source NP, whereas the source NP is
marked with the kara-case when the accusative-marked NP is construed as away from the source
NP.
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