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EE T Maina, F i~k o 72EE )N D D A — /LA

Dear. Dr. Faith W. Maina

I hope that my contacting you is not an imposition in any way.

I am Hiroshi Ogawa, a graduate student of education department at Hyogo
University in Japan.

I currently research about authentic learning and authentic assessment. I
got two questions after reading your thesis “Authentic Learning:
Perspectives from Contemporary Educators.”

Why is authentic learning important and why is it necessary to take
authentic learning in a class?

The answers to those questions will develop my understanding of the
study.

I appreciate it very much if you would answer those questions.

Looking forward hearing from you,
Sincerely,

Hiroshi Ogawa
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BRI Maina, F L5 ORIE A —/LDARL

Dear Hiroshi Ogawa,

Sorry I was unable to get back to you sooner. I was away from my desk with
limited access to the internet. The questions you ask below are good. In the
context of American education system, many students have been
miseducated because of the inability to access school knowledge because it
has no relevance whatsoever to their lived experience. The traditional
western canon has over the years denigrated the experiences of many
students because of its emphasis on the values and culture of the
Euro-American learner. It is from this background that America continues
to post mediocre results especially for African, Latino, Asian and Native
American students. What I argue in that article then is for educators to
start from where the student is, what they know, and then scaffold that
knowledge which students bring to the classroom to integrate elements
that will lead to intellectual growth for the students. In short, make
knowledge accessible to the learner by starting from what they know,
rather than treating the student like an empty vessel waiting to be filled
knowledge that has no relevance to their own lives. I don't know much
about the Japaneese education system so am not sure you have similar
challenges. Good luck in your studies and I hope this helps a little.

Sincerely yours,
Dr. Maina
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