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< abstract >
On change events and o-marked noun phrases in Japanese

Kazumi SUGAI
(Hyogo University of Teacher Education)

The present paper aims at giving an explanation to change events and
o-marked noun phrases within the transitive and intransitive structures in
terms of the symbolic view of grammar. The present research has analyzed the
phenomena in (2b) as reversing Figure (moving entity) with Ground (static
entity). In the transitive structures, the omarked NP botan (button) is
typically affected by the ga-marked NP Taro as in (1a).

(1) a. Taro-ga botan-o hazusu
Taro-NOM  button-ACC take_ off
“Taro undoes the buttons (of his coat).”

b. Taro-ga seki-o hazusu
Taro-NOM seat-ACC take_off
“Taro leaves his seat.”

In (1b), however, the omarked NP seki (seat) is NOT affected to change in
location, but the ga-marked Z7aro changes in location by the figure-ground
reversal.

In the intransitive structures, on the other hand, the o-marked NP is
generally not present, but in some intransitive structures, o-marked NP is
present as in (2a) and (2b) below.

(2) a. Taro-ga shigoto-o kawaru
Taro-NOM job-ACC change (intr)
“Taro changes jobs.”

b. Taro-ga seki-o utsuru
Taro-NOM seki-ACC move
“Taro moves from a seat to another.”
In (2a) and (2b) the predicative verbs kawaru (change) and utsuru (move)
are both intransitive verbs, but the omarked noun phrases shigoto (job) and
seki (seat) are present. The present research has given the apparently unusual
stuructures as in (2) to the schematic requisites such as; [i] both of the
ga-marked NP and the omarked NP change, [i] the ga-marked NP does not
affect the oomarked NP, and [ii] the change in the ga-marked NP and that of
the oomarked NP are concurrent.
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