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1．　I11tl・od㎜ctio11

　　　　　　Since　2011，　Eng1ish　has　been　a　compu1sory

subject　in　Japanese　elementary　schoo1s．Fi舳and　sixth

graders　are　given35hours　of　instruction　each　year．The

course　o回ective　stated　in　肋e　co〃7∫e　qブ∫〃φ　（the

national　c㎜Ticu1um　guide1ine）力r力〃9〃　’例9mge

oc州〃ω　is　to肺㎜theわ㎜dation　of　basic

communication　abilities．

　　　　　　To　su㏄ess血11y　grow　the　communication　abi1ity，

pairworkandgroupworkarenowco㎜on1yusedin

second　language　c1assrooms．P舳icularIy　in　classmoms

with　a　large　number　ofstudents，language1essons　t㎝d　t0

be　teacher－c㎝tered，with－eamers1ist㎝ing　passively　to

the　teachθr的r　most　of　the　time．In　response，pair　work

εmd　group　work　have　cau乞ht　the　attention　ofteachers㎝d

researchers　in　the　language　education　fie1d　as　these　have

the　potential　to　provide　leamers　with　more　experience　of

the　target1anguage．

　　　　Cooperative　leam㎞g　is　a　type　ofleaming　activity　in

which　pair　or　group　ofleamers　work　together　towards　a

shared　goal．Achieving　the　goal　ofthe　task　is　prioritized

and　it　provides　a　richer　social　context，a11owing

interaction　to　take　place　more　naturauy　and舟equency．

Considering　these　features　of　cooperative　leaming，

cooperative　leaming1ooks　promising　especia11y　in　the

FLA　classroom．

　　　　In　particu1ar，we　would　like　to　observe　and　analyze

classroom　interaction丘。m　the　Vygotsky’s命amework　of

socioculuturaI　theory（SCT）．SCT　claims　that　socia1

inte1＝action，Particularly　verbal　intel’action，leads　leamers’

血rther　leaming．

2．　Lit6rat㎜re　Review

　　　　　Shikata　（2011）　conducted　cooperative　English

lessons　at　primaワschool　and　ana1yzed　student　language

1eaming．based　on　the　perspective　of　SCT．Shikata

conduded　that　cooperative　leaming　str㎝gthens　student

relationship　ξmd　it　promoted　their　wiHingness　to

communicate．　Huang　（2012）　inteΨreted　students’

dialogue　by　usi㎎t㎞ee　SCT　te㎜s；sca価。1ding，

collective　sca価。1ding，and　mediation　by　artifacts㎜d

concluded　that　task＿based　language　teaching（TBLT）will

provide　excellent　oppoI血mities，　where　dia1ogical

interactiOn　naturally　takes　p1ace　and　lead　the　participants

to　the　intema1ization　of　language．Shikata　and　Huang

were　success血1to　apPly　SCT　concepts　to　inte叩ret

students’dia1ogue　in　FLA　elementaワ。1assroom．Since

the　result　are　not　sti11decisive　in　that　students’second

language　development　took　pIace，血血her　studies　for

investigation　of　students’language1eaming　Process　are

neCeSSa∫y・

3．Reseamh　Q皿esti㎝s　a皿d　M舳。d

　　　　　In　this　research，　I　appHed　SCT　concepts

“awareness”and“volition’’to　investigate　L21eaming

process　through　language　activities．In　Vygotsky’s　work，

awareness　re危r　to　the　state　that，one　can　define㎞words

the　concepts　that　one　leamed；then　c㎝explain　（Shibat早，

2006）．Vo1ition　fouows　awareness，and　it　re胎rs　to　the

state　where　one　can　con位。l　one’s　thoughts　by　using

words　（Nakamura，　1998）．　I　ana1yzed　students’

cooperative　dialogue　based　on　the　perspective　of　SCT．I

wou1d　like　to　focus　on　the　relationship　between　leamers

and　objectives　of　cooperation　and　how　these　two

e1ements　e脆。t　on　awareness　and　volition　in　their

leaming．T㎞ee　research　questions　are　posed　as　be1ow。



　　　　　　Ql，Does　the　re1ationship　between　students

　　　　　in伽ence　the　emergence　of　awareness　and

　　　　　volition？

　　　　　　Q2，Does　the　objective　of　cooperation　influence

　　　　　the　emergen㏄ofawareness　and　volition？

　　　　　　　Q3，How　do　awareness　and　volition　relate　with

　　　　　each　other？

　　Data　ware　couected　using　two　video　recorders．A1so

voice　recorders　were　used　br　recording　detaiIed　dialogue

among　students．I　asked　s血dents　to　write　a　reflection

paper　about　the　leaming　at　the　end　ofthe　Iesson．

　　The　particip㎜ts　were39fiih　grade　students　and32

sixth　grade　s血dents㎞an　elementary　school　taking

EngHsh1essons　once　a　week．

　　In　this　research1esson，we　created　an　origiml　lesson

based　on“〃，介’e〃必～”which　is　English　textbook　used

in　e1ementaW　schools．We　used　the　sentence，“What～

do　you　like？”　（inseれing　a　word　related　to～mimals，

sports，shapes　and　co1ors　can　fit　in　space　of～　）a11d　as　a

response，“I1ike～”．We　organized　the1essons　into

“in施mati㎝conection”and“in的㎜ation　apP1ication”

activities．To　create　cooperative1eaming，I　designed　each

activity　based　on　Kagan’s的ur　princip1es　fbr　cooperative

leam㎞g　　（positive　　interdep㎝den㏄，　individua1

a㏄o㎜tabi1ity，equal　participati㎝㎝d　simltaneous

interaCtiOn）、

4．　R6s㎜lts　amd　Disc凹ssio㎜

　　　As　to　RQl，It　was　proved　that　the　conditions　for

emergence　of　awareness　and　volition．The　relationship

among　students　in刊uenced　the　emergen㏄of　awareness

and　vo1iti㎝．We肪㎜d　two　c㎝ditions　that　triggered

awareness　and　voHtion．One　is8m　equaI　re1ationship

among　students　to　leam分。m　each　other．The　other　is　the

responsibility脆r　explanation　ofwhat　they　know．

　　　　　Regarding　RQ2，meaning　of　volitiona1use　of

second　language　was　discussed．The　objective　of

cooperation　innuenced　on　the　emergence　of　awareness

and　volition．The　data　indicated　that　cases　of　volition

werefo㎜d　only　in　info㎜ationapp1icationactiv軸．The

most　1ikely　exp1anation　is　that　volition　of　utllerance

制1ows　awareness．We　may　say　that　we　need　to　set　a

dia1ogical　activity　for　awareness　raising　before　we1et

students　say　target　sentences　volitionaHy．

　　　　　Another　important　element　to　the　volitional　use　is

the　Japanese（Ll）use　as　a　pr㏄ess　ofL2use．We　fo㎜d

L1use　in　the　students’volitional　language　use　iエi　L2．

Student　used　Ll　as　a　meditatiom－tooI　be危re　using　same

meani㎎ofL2．We　camot　always　for㏄students　to　use

L2．Especia1－y，they　are　in　the　level　of　using　L1as　a

meditational　tool　fbr　L2use．

　　　As　for　RQ3，students’cognitive　process　towards

volitiona1use　of　second1…mguage　is　found．0ne　can

sa制y　state　that　awareness　has51eve1s　tow価ds　volitiona－

use　of1anguage．Ifthe　student　does　not　have　image　to　the

word，the　student　need　some　assistance；dkect　answer，

h㎞ts，or　reaction－　From　the　perspective　of　ZPD，more

capable　peer’s　help　which　is　㎞　1evel　of　potential

development　lead　student’s　vo1itiom1use　oflanguage．

5．　Comc1㎜siom

　　The　study　investigated　the　students’L21eaming

process丘。m　the　perspective　ofSCT　concepts；awareness

㎝d　volition．This　study　proved　that　conditions　fbr

emergence　of　voIition　and　awareness，meaning　of

vo1itional　use　of　second　language　and　students’cognitive

process　towards　vo1itiona1use　of　second　1anguage，

Leaming　English　in　e1ement岬　schoo1s　has　been

compulsoηsince2011，most　of　the　students　encounter

Eng1ish　in　e1ementary　school　for　the　first　time．Although

overall　exposure　to　Eng1ish　in　e－ementary　is　short，based

on　condit言。ns　and　process　for　emergence　of　awareness

and　vo1ition　we　have　discussed，we　can　create　dia1ogica1

activi収for　emotive　and　play阯experience　as　a缶rst　step

ofEng1ish　Ieaming．This　research　showed　that　language

leaming　was　promoted　through　awareness　and　volition

triggered　by　student’cooperative1eaming．
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