Introduction of Institution
University of Teacher Education Lucerne

main building which is located right in the middle of the beautiful city of Lucerne

The University of Teacher Education Lucerne (PH Luzern) is one of the major teacher education
institutions in Switzerland — large enough to offer a diversity of training options, but small enough
to allow personal contact. With a total staff of about 500 it offers research-based programmes to
teachers of all levels, and supports them in boosting their career by providing professional
development and supplementary courses. Furthermore, it advances the generation and transfer of
knowledge through applied R&D projects, and provides comprehensive educational services for
Central Switzerland.

In terms of student numbers, PH Luzern ranks among the top five of the fourteen Swiss
universities of teacher education. The first students took up their studies in 2003. Today, PH
Luzern has more than 1800 students, and approximately 6000 teachers and educators attend its
in-service courses each year. As a public institution, PH Luzern is under the governance of the
Canton of Lucerne and part of “Campus Lucerne” , a network that further comprises the Lucerne
University of Applied Sciences and Arts and the University of Lucerne.

PH Luzern maintains close connections with cooperating partners and schools that offer
internships in Central Switzerland, with currently over 2000 teachers supervising its interns. In
addition, PH Luzern interrelates with other universities via national as well as international
cooperation projects and exchange programmes. At present, it holds agreements with 40 partner
institutes worldwide and numerous cooperating partners within Switzerland.

The training programmes are closely linked to empirical research, and strongly rely on the
professional experience of successful practising teachers who act as mentors. The primary goal set
for students is to become fully competent at teaching a selected range of subjects, and to acquire
the skills of educators. The systematic collaboration with experienced teachers and qualified
researchers ensures that students are thoroughly prepared for living up to the challenges they will
encounter in the teaching profession. So as to guide students during their study and enable them
to monitor their progress themselves, a common frame of reference, encompassing ten
professional competencies, was designed. Research aims consist in expanding the scientific basis
for teacher education and in generating innovative and creative thinking for the benefit of schools
and education in general.

PH Luzern offers the following basic programmes:

« Bachelor course Kindergarten/Lower Primary Level (180 CP): All areas and subjects taught in
kindergarten and grades 1 and 2 of primary school.

« Bachelor course Primary Level (180 CP): Seven out of the nine subjects taught in grades 1 to 6
of primary school.

+ Bachelor’ s and Master’ s course Secondary Level | (270 CP): Four out of the twelve subjects
taught at Secondary Level | (grades 7 to 9).

« Master’ s course Special Needs Education (another 90 CP): This supplementary course is open
to teachers of all levels and qualifies them to work in a special education setting.

« Teaching Diploma Secondary Level Il: This programme is open to persons who have already
received a university master’ s degree in a particular school subject, and qualifies them to
teach at high schools or vocational schools.

Moreover, PH Luzern has an innovative professional development centre that supports and
coaches educational organisations and educators over their career. All of the programmes (CAS,
DAS, MAS) - no matter whether they address teachers of any level, education experts or leaders —
are committed to a scientific approach and place a strong emphasis on individual, personalised
support. This gives participants the opportunity to acquire additional pedagogical, social and
personal skills, which qualifies them to hold special functions in schools and educational

institutions.
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