Introduction of Institution:
University of Jyvaskyla, Department of Teacher Education

The University of Jyvaskyla is a nationally and internationally significant research university and
an expert on education that focuses on human and natural sciences. The University is Finland’ s
leading expert in teacher education and adult education, as well as the major exporter of
education.

The University combines high-level competence in education, natural sciences, humanities and
social sciences, and sport and health sciences, as well as in economics and business administration,
into a multidisciplinary entity. This profile is strengthened through the following core fields:

- learning, teaching and the learning and growth environments that support development

« basic natural phenomena and mathematical thinking

- languages, culture and communities in global change processes

- physical activity, health and wellbeing

- information technology and the human in the knowledge society

There are 7 faculties in the university; Faculty of Education, Faculty of Humanitites, Faculty of
Information Technology, Jyvaskyla School of Business and Economics, Faculty of Sport Sciences,
Faculty of Mathematics and Science and Faculty of Social Sciences.

Faculty of Education consist of two departments, Department of Teacher Education and
Department of Education, and a Teacher Training School.

The Department of Teacher Education educates professionals who are able to respond to the
changing needs of school and teaching profession and the challenges of lifelong continuing
education. The goal is to facilitate the students’ growth into autonomous, self-reflective, ethically
responsible educators with a strong research foundation and ability to participate in the teacher
and research community.

The Department of Teacher Education educates professionals for teaching and counselling (from
preschool to vocational institutions and adult education) through the following programmes:

- a degree programme in primary school teacher education (MEd after the completion of BEd)

- a Master's programme in school counselling

- Teachers’ pedagogical studies for subject teachers: basic studies and intermediate studies

« Qualification studies for school counsellors

The goal is to produce and provide an effective environment for high quality research with
international and national visibility and high scientific and societal relevance and impact. The core
fields of study include the following:

1. Teacher education and professional development of teachers

2. Learning and teaching

3. Educational impact within and beyond the school context

4. Counselling in school and work contexts

The department has a total staff of about 90. The professorships (9) cover the following fields: 1)
Education: School pedagogy, 2) Education: Teacher Education, 3) Special Education, 4) Educational
Psychology, 5) Educational Psychology, Counselling, 6) Early Childhood and Pre-primary Education,
7) Pedagogy of Mathematics and Sciences, 8) Pedagogy of Foreign Languages, 9) Pedagogy of
Finnish Language and Literature.

In addition to Education and Early Years pedagogy, the teaching staff represent all fields of
subject areas taught in both comprehensive and general upper secondary schools: Visual Arts,
Crafts & Technology Education, Music, Drama, Physical Education, Mother Tongue and Literature,
Swedish, foreign languages, Environmental Studies, Biology and Geography, Mathematics, Physics
and Chemistry, Health Education, Religion & Ethics, History and Social Sciences, and Psychology.
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