Introduction of Institution:
Hyogo Univerisity of Teacher Education

The national Hyogo University of Teacher Education was founded 37 years ago as a new concept
education university with the mission of educating and training educators for graduate schools.
Since then, the university has continuously evolved by refining its curricula and composition of
specialties and courses in order to cope with the changing school needs and problems, and
education policy. It has been a role leader in teacher education in Japan. It has also been
reconfirmed that our university is a "facility for the re-education and training of incumbent
teachers."

As a university that specializes in the education and training of teachers, in addition to
departments that educate new teachers, we have Japan's largest professional degree program
(graduate school of teacher education) and master's program, and we also have a doctorate
program. We have a diversified student body made up of incumbent teachers studying as graduate
students, undergraduates and new graduate students striving to become teachers and psychology
specialists, and graduate students who have working experience, and they are creating an
enriching campus atmosphere.

Faculty of School Education (Kindergarten and Elementary School Teacher Training Program)

The Faculty of School Education trains kindergarten and elementary school teachers to have
superior instruction abilities in all subjects and fields that are based on a rich humanitarian
background and a high degree of specialization. In order to have the students gain comprehensive
skills as kindergarten and elementary school teachers in addition to a basic knowledge about a
wide range of topics, we have placed an emphasis on the harmony and consistency of the overall
four-year education curriculum. We have included fieldwork (teaching practice) to the curriculum
for all classes from freshmen to seniors. Through this fieldwork we have made a concurrent
education curriculum in which the results of the liberal arts courses, teaching profession courses,
educational practice and reflection courses, and specialized subjects courses are all integrated and
interrelated.

Because problems in education in recent years have become more complicated and diversified,
schools and boards of education require that students who are becoming teachers have "a
minimum of the required qualifications as teachers." To that end, our university has created a
comprehensive instruction structure by developing a "teacher training standard" that shows a
specific teacher model that must be achieved.

In addition, the 2013 graduates of our university achieved an employment rate of 88.3 percent as
teachers at elementary schools and kindergartens which is extremely high even on a national level.
The overall employment rate, including graduates who were employed by private companies and
became civil servants, was a high 97.2 percent. Because of the great desire that our students have
to become teachers and because of the enthusiastic instruction of our teachers, our students have
been able to achieve a top class employment rate as teachers for over ten years. We are also
making efforts to create an ideal learning environment for students to independently study by
making a Career Development Center and distributed learning commons.

Graduate School of Education (Master's Program, Professional Degree Program)

The Graduate School of Education is "Japan's biggest teacher training graduate school" that
emphasizes cooperation with schools in order to combine theory and practice in graduate school
studies. This school is made up of the Master's Program (three majors) and the Professional Degree
Program (Graduate School of Teacher Education) (one major). Both programs mainly train
elementary and secondary school teachers to have advanced education and research skills.
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<Master's Program>
Through the combination of education theory and practice, this program trains teachers to have
basic human skills and education skills by promoting advanced education research rooted in the
school needs and practical applications in order to create practical education studies.
Because of the more complicated educational issues that reflect the rapid change in social
structure and diversification of values, the major educational research subjects are clearly identified
in each major and course. In addition to improving the basic contents of educational theory and
instruction of subjects, we have made it possible to cope with interdisciplinary and comprehensive
research.
Human Development in the Master's Program
- Teachers who understand education as a "relationship with children," and who are capable of
solving problems cooperatively from diversified standpoints.
- Child-raising support coordinators who can create a hopeful future with children based on child
education theory and practice.
- Psychology specialists who can comprehensively support children's development and teachers
anxieties in schools.
- Special support education supervisors who can provide support that is specialized and
comprehensive for children with special needs.
- Experts in developing classes with a background based on profound knowledge of subjects and
specialization.

<Professional Degree Program (Professional School of Teacher Education)>
This program trains incumbent teachers to become school leaders who have the indispensable and
certain knowledge of instruction theory and superior implementation and application skills, and
who, as teachers, can play the role of leaders in local communities and schools.
This program also trains students who have acquired the qualities and abilities to become teachers
as undergraduates to become invaluable new teachers to assist in making new schools with more
practical instruction and implementation abilities.
Human Development in the Professional Degree Program
+ Top leaders who have advanced management skills and who can help make new schools and
educational administration.
- Mid-level leaders who are capable of playing leading roles in schools through actual teaching of
classes and student instruction.
- New teachers who are capable of becoming important members in creating new schools and
who have practical instruction and implementation skills.

The Joint Graduate School in the Sciences of School Education (Doctoral Program)

The Joint Graduate School in the Sciences of School Education will be celebrating its twentieth
anniversary in 2015. It has established the study of school education based on practice as an
original field of study. Advanced and specialized research concerning school education practices
have been conducted, and this program has produced many researchers and specialists who are
capable of independent research and practice in the fields of school education practices and
subject education practices. It is the only program in Japan that issues doctorates in school
education studies.
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