School System and Teacher Education in England

School System in England

In the school education system in England, as the basic standard, the primary school period
is 6 years (ages 5 to 11) and the secondary school period is 7 years (ages 11 to 18) and these
comprise the compulsory education that lasts for 11 years ages 5 to 18 . Secondary school is
divided into a compulsory education stage of five years and a post-compulsory education
stage of two years. There are also special schools in England.

In the post-compulsory education stage of middle education, some students advance to 6th
Form for those who desire to advance to higher education institutions including universities
and other students may enter further education colleges that provide vocational training. In
order to advance to the 6th Form, students are required to achieve a certain level in the
examination of General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) conducted by an
examination organization outside school (External Examiners Committee). To enter further
education colleges, no specific qualification is required. In addition to these institutions, there is
also an educational facility called "Pupil Referral Units (PRU)" that accept children and pupils
temporarily who have been expelled from school or need special support or have difficulty to
attend ordinary schools, and provide them with learning opportunities. Those schools that
cater to special needs including the "PRU" are referred to as alternative provision. Furthermore,
home education (parents may choose to educate their children by hiring a private tutor or
other means) is legally permitted.
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Teacher Education in England

To become a state school teacher in England, it is basically required to have a teacher qualification
called QTS (Qualified Teacher Status). There are several ways to acquire QTS. One way is through a
traditional style of teacher education which is a university-led training consisting of a three-year
bachelor's degree course and further one-year course of PGCE (Postgraduate Certificate in Education).
QTS can be obtained after acquiring these qualifications. Another common route to acquire QTS is to
first acquire a certificate in Bachelor of Education (B.Ed) by finishing a primary school teacher training
course of three to four years of faculty education and then acquire QTS after receiving certain training.
The PGCE course is divided in the primary PGCE for becoming a primary school teacher and the
secondary PGCE for becoming a secondary school teacher.

In any case, teacher education is basically provided after graduating the undergraduate education
program in England, which is a large difference from the teacher education curriculum implemented in
Japan.

In contrast, a new approach of teacher education which is led by state schools is recently under the
spotlight. This approach is called "school-led training" in which schools work in cooperation to address
various on-site issues of education and integrate the processes of education, hiring and training in the
effort to develop teachers. There are also different styles in this approach.

The latest program referred to as School Direct started in 2012. In this program, schools take the lead in
teacher education in collaboration with universities. The ratio of the participants in this program has
reached about 33% following 59% of participants in university-led training in 2014. After finishing this
program, it is possible to obtain QTS.

There is another type of school-led training program referred to as SCITT (School-Centered Initial
Teacher Training) in which several schools form a consortium to grant QTS. Participation ratio in this
program is about 8% (source: Summary of final ITT allocations for the 2014 to 2015 academic year,
grouped by TSM subject and type of provider, National College for Teaching & Leadership).

Stronger emphasis is placed on these programs of school-led training than on the university-led
training against the background of declining academic achievement in the PISA survey and the
orientation toward autonomous school management. Under the current administration, a teaching
school plan to implement a comprehensive program from teacher education, hiring and training of
teachers at a designated teaching school is being proposed, showing a stronger direction toward
school-led training.

Behind this administrative direction, there are some issues in relation to children in recent years, i.e.
self-denial tendency spreading among children, declining academic achievement, lack of moral sense,
etc. Itis undoubtedly recognized that to solve these issues, standardization of teachers and schools to
rectify the discrepancies between schools, apprenticeship style of teaching method focusing on onsite
teaching and school-led teacher training with a new specialist approach, are vital.
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