School System and Teacher Education in Switzerland

School System in Switzerland

The quality of basic education in Switzerland is considered pretty high on the
grounds that Switzerland was ranked second after Finland in the IMD World
Competitiveness Ranking in 2011 and the country also ranked high in the student
performance survey (PISA survey) in 2012.

Education system in Switzerland is under the jurisdiction of each canton and the
system differs depending on the canton. One example of difference is the
kindergarten period included in the compulsory education that ranges from one to
three years depending on the canton. In addition, each canton defines at its
discretion each period of Primastufe (corresponding to elementary school) and
Sekundarstufel (corresponding to junior high school) as long as the total of both
periods is 9 years.

As Switzerland is a multilingual country, French and English language learning is
incorporated in the education in the German-speaking area and German and English
language learning is incorporated in the French-speaking area. The starting time of
the language learning varies depending on the canton.

Preschool education (kindergarten) is made compulsory although the preschool
period is different depending on the canton. At present, about 95% of young
children in Switzerland attend kindergarten for a one- to three-year period before
entering school. There are both public and private day nursery facilities.

Compulsory education should be implemented under the joint responsibility of
each canton and local governments. Local governments make the arrangements to
provide an appropriate environment for children at school age to learn at school. A
school committee of each local government is responsible for supervising and giving
directions with regard to the management of schools.

Pupils who recorded higher academic achievement at primary school will go to
junior high school department of high school (Gymnasium) aiming at entering
universities. Some of the other pupils will advance to ordinary junior high school.
There are some cantons that have business junior high schools that provide
vocational training for pupils of lower achievement.

In the secondary education stage, after graduating junior high school, students
may advance to a high school called Gymnasium, or to Fachmittelschule to receive
two- to four year business training or a vocational training school called Berufliche
Grundbildung. These latter schools start preparing students for selecting their
profession and provide students with lessons in line with the profession each student
selects. Students will decide their career to pursue in consultation with their parents
and a vocational counselor. In some cantons, students who meet the required
conditions at these schools will have an opportunity to transfer to Gymnasium and
take the university entrance qualification examination. If a student acquires Matura at
Gymnasium (a certificate of Gymnasium graduation granted after passing the
examination), the path to general universities, specialized colleges or colleges of
further advanced vocational education will be opened up for him/her. There is also
an education system established for adults.
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Teacher Education in Switzerland

Switzerland is a small country, with a population of 7.6 million and an area of 41,000 km2. However,

the country is diverse with four official languages (German (Schwyzertutsch), French, Italian and
Romansh). For this reason, the education system in Switzerland differs with each 26 canton (state).
As tertiary education institutions in Switzerland, there are 10 generic universities, 2 Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology, 7 advanced business schools, 15 teacher education universities and other
business education universities. teacher education system is diverse depending on the canton but in
most cases the education is provided by teacher education institutions.

teacher education is provided through teacher education courses at generic universities or, in
cantons in which there is no generic university, by colleges of education called Pddagogische
Hochschule. In education of elementary school teachers, a Bachelor’ s degree is required and in
education of junior high school teachers, a Master’ s degree is required as the minimum condition for
students to be hired as a teacher. In addition to basic knowledge and skills of teaching, other capacities
including Metacognition ability are also required. Both knowledge and practical experiences are
recognized as basic ability for the profession of teaching. It is required to develop abilities of
introspection and self-discipline in the education programs to enable prospective teachers to cope
with various issues arising in today's scenes of education with a strong sense of responsibility.
Universities and colleges are working on the development of these competencies or standard of
teacher education and making progress toward higher level of teacher education.

Universities of teacher education are developing teacher education curricula in accordance with
different types of teacher certification and at the same time enhancing practice teaching programs. For
example, the University of Teacher Education Lucerne has six teacher education courses, including
Kindergarten course, Lower primary level course, Primary level course, Secondary level course, Special
education course (Master's course special program) and Teaching diploma (qualification for college
level teaching of history and athletics) to develop all these types of teachers.

Each university of teacher education is also promoting diverse activities such as enhancing the

quality of practice teaching programs with support of teachers or tutors with broad practical
experiences with the aim of contributing to practical solutions to educational issues by bridging
between education theories and practice, giving support to further develop expertise and individual
abilities of professional teachers or educators by providing ongoing programs and guidance or advice,
and conducting researches and studies that will be beneficial to teachers in service or schools thereby
providing suggestions to further develop a practical education system.
As a specific example of this, the University of Teacher Education Lucerne is working on leading
researches on the teacher education field at its four facilities: (1) Institute of Pedagogical
Professionalism and School Culture, (2) Institute of Teaching and Learning, (3) Institute of Diversity in
Education and (4) Centre for History Teaching & Learning and Memory Cultures.
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