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1. Necessity for advanced teacher education in Japan

Advanced teacher education has been proclaimed by the Japanese Government and
the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology as the basic direction of
the policy for teacher education reform. Each university and faculty is independently
responsible for self-transformation aiming at establishing advanced teacher education,
capitalizing on its resources, experiences and strengths or specialty with support and
guidance provided by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology.

Similarly to other countries, recent issues in school education have become more
complicated in Japan. The issues include active learning and teaching with the use of ICT,
serious problems of bullying, increasing number of children who need special care and
the difficulty of building a relationship with parents. Teachers are inevitably required to
have high expertise and practical teaching ability to be able to solve these issues. Under
these circumstances, there is a demand for providing post-graduate level teacher
education for initial training and professional development for professional teachers, in
other words, advanced teacher education.

As issues arising in school education change continuously, teachers are strongly
expected to continue learning. Basic learning skills for continuing learning should be
taught in teacher education but it is difficult to be provided in undergraduate level
education and only post-graduate level education can meet this need.

[t is similarly important for professional teachers to restudy at postgraduate courses. To
solve bullying problems, improve academic achievements and establish relationships with
parents and local communities, it is essential for schools to build a stronger organization.
For this purpose, the important role for postgraduate research institutes is to develop
leaders, including head teachers and other school management, and leaders in the fields
of curriculum and educational guidance, pupil counseling, school subjects and morals.

2. Issues of advanced teacher education in Japan

The core institution of the advanced teacher education in Japan is the professional
school for teacher education (Professional Degree Program)*. The professional school for
teacher education was first established in 2008. Its curriculum aims to integrate and
interchange theory and practice, and its method of education that enables students to
participate in a self-directed and collaborative manner is highly evaluated as a model for
advanced teacher education. These graduate schools of education are currently
established at 27 universities in Japan, including the Hyogo University of Teacher
Education. In addition, similar schools are planned to be newly established at all national
universities and faculties from next year. The number of the students trained in this school
will increase as an increasing number of professional school for teacher education
(Professional Degree Program) are established, but the percentage of such students to the
entire number of students who are trained to become a teacher, is still small.

*The professional school for
teacher education (professional
degree program) was introduced
to stengthen the practical capacity
of teachers in the graduated
school of education in 2008. The
conventional graduate school of
eduation(master degree program)
has a longer histoy and the rather
focused on the academic part of

pedagogy.
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In the future, these professional schools for teacher education (Professional Degree
Program) will be playing a main role in the field of teacher education in Japan since the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology is currently focusing on the
expansion of professional school for teacher education (Professional Degree Program). Before
reaching this goal, however, there are many issues that must be solved.

To further promote integration and interchange of theory and practice, continuous
improvement of curriculum is required. In particular, development of curriculum for subject
education for professional school for teacher education (Professional Degree Program) is
urgently needed because the subject education that used to be provided in the master
program must be incorporated into the curriculum of professional school for teacher
education (Professional Degree Program). Most qualified teaching staff at professional school
for teacher education (Professional Degree Program) should be equipped with both research
skills and practical expertise and such human resource is expected to be developed in doctoral
programs at universities of teacher education.

It is most important to take measures to motivate undergraduate students and professional
teachers to learn at a professional school for teacher education (Professional Degree Program).
In the case of professional teachers, it is necessary to increase the number of trainees accepted
for learning at graduate schools and establish a system of appropriate treatment of the
teachers after completing the program or effective use of them as school leaders. In the case of
graduate students who took a straight course into a graduate school, exemption of
employment examination for teacher and training of new teachers should be promptly applied
to those students.

At the same time, conventional master degree program in eduation must be reformed.
Master degree programs of teacher education are planned to be transferred to professional
schools for teacher education (Professional Degree Program) in several stages. During the time
until this transfer is completed, preliminary measures must be taken such as introducing
practice teaching at schools to enhance the practical aspect of the curriculum, and creating a
new course bridging and integrating specific subject courses and subject pedagogical courses.

3. Aim of this Symposium

Advanced teacher education is a reform that is common worldwide. In particular, European
countries in which the partner universities participating in this symposium are located, have
been working on advanced teacher education much earlier than Japan and have much
cumulative experience.

The Hyogo University of Teacher Education is positioned to lead the university reform in
Japan toward advanced teacher education. Today's symposium was planned by the Hyogo
University of Teacher Education as an opportunity to work out strategies for university reform
in order for universities to take the initiative in promoting advanced teacher education and find
out solutions to those issues mentioned earlier while referring to the experiences and
knowledge of universities in other countries which are leading the way in advanced teacher
education.

In addition, | hope that this symposium will help all the participating universities find new
information or effective ways to further promote advanced teacher education.
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