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P9 D% (=55 5 16.7
@B (=B 2 6.7

(©F '§= T4 20 66.7

ORI iEHET 1 3.3
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KIS DF PHIBE DT
rEHY  HEERL AEEHY EHEARL bhrohn
# 25 5 12 0 18
K (%) 83.3 16.7 40 0 60
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The reality and challenges of ALTSs’ support for children requiring special consideration
-Results of pilot survey targeting ALTs assigned to public elementary schools -

Maki Sadahisa*, Karen CHUA**

*Department of Clinical Psychology, Graduate School of Education, Hyogo University of Teacher Education

**Interac Kansai & South Central Co., Ltd.

In this study, a questionnaire survey study was conducted on 30 Assistant Language Teachers (ALTs) assigned to
City B focusing on the reality and challenges lying in how ALTs interact with elementary school students with traits
of developmental disorder. The result revealed 1) poor awareness of learning disabilty (LD), 2) a little information
sharing among colleagues and other ALTs on students with traits of developmental disorder, and 3) ALTs’ sincere
needs of communications with Japanese Teacher of English (JTE) on the interactions with students with traits of
developmental disorder. In some cases, handling inappropriate behaviors of students in class is totally left in the
hands of individual ALT’s instructional skills. The results also suggested that the cooperation and smooth
communication between ALT and JTE were the precondition for effective interactions with students requiring special

consideration although the situation depends to a large extent on school policy and JTE system.

Keywords : Assistant Language Teacher (ALT), Children with developmental disabilities, elementary school student,

Communication



