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A Study of Effects of Personality on Music Evaluation
in College Students

Mayumi NIIYAMA Tatsuhito NOMOTO Kiyoshi ASAKAWA

The present research was designed to investigate the relationship between personality and music evaluation in
college students. Twenty-four male students and 45 female students participated in the study. The TEG (Tokyo
University Ego-Gram) was used for the measurement of characteristics of personality and social behaviors in
students. Students’ music evaluation was measured using the Iwashita (1979)°s Inventory of Music Impression
(IMI). Participants were asked to response those questionnaires after their listening well-tempered clavier vol.1-1
(Bach, J.3.). The main findings were as follows;

1) As results from factor analysis of the IMI, four interpretable factors were elicited; that is brightness, tension,

gracefulness and affiliation.

2) In general, Female group made more positive evaluations of music than male group.

3) Some aspects of personality related to child‘s ego states affected on the evaluation of tension-relax and

gracefulness.

Those findings were discussed from viewpoints of music educational psychology.

Keywords: Personality, States of ego, College students, Evaluation of music
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