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How Do Parents Adjust Their Perspectives on the Development
of Their Young Children?: Evaluation of Mixed-Age Activities in a
Kindergarten
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(Osaka Kyoiku University)
Kazuaki Yokogawa
(Hyogo University of Teacher Education)

There is an increasing number and variety of child-rearing support programs available to parents in Japan. However, some of
the programs seem to be used just to outsource child-rearing, and therefore may not contribute much to some parents’ knowledge
of the development of their own children.

This study focused on a mid-sized suburban private kindergarten that asked parents of pre-kindergarten-aged young children
(PKYC) to participate in its child-rearing support programs. These programs may provide parents with wider opportunities to
adjust their perspectives on development by watching/joining in the activities of their own children with both age peers and with
children who are already kindergarten-aged. The programs are focusing on the transition from pre-kindergarten to kindergarten
age not only for PKYC, but also for their parents.

By surveying parents concerning their experiences with the activities, this study examined how the programs facilitated com-
munication and provided perspective. The results suggested a variety of experiences for parents. For some, the programs may
have provided perspective-giving opportunities. Others expressed worries concerning the development of their children, indicating

the necessity of improving the programs.
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