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The Affect of Change of Class Structure on Children’s Scores
of School Adjustment : A School Psychological Study
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The purpose of this study is to examine the affects of entering a new class that have changed class member on elementary
school students’ feeling of adjustment to the class while transition to upper grade. Students in the fourth grade (n=251) from
8 classes and students in the six graders (n=249) from 9 classes participated in this survey. Five classes in fourth grade and
4 classes in sixth grade was changed to new classroom organization, and consisted of different classroom members from lower
grade. The students in these classes were classified into the Change Class Organization Group. In contrast, 4 classes of fourth
grade and 4 classes of sixth grade consisted of same students as the classes in former grade (No-Change Classroom Organization
Group). Three scales were used for assessing student's feeling of classroom adjustment, classroom structure, and classroom
atmosphere: Adjustment Scale for School Environment II (Koizumi, 1986), Classroom Structure Scale, and Classroom
Atmosphere Scale (Nemoto, 1983). The results revealed as follows: (1) In the No-Change Class Organization Group, students
in the fourth grade had negative feeling for their classmate relationships than students in the sixth grade. (2) Male students had
higher learning motivation than female students. (3) In the Change Class Organization Group, students in the fourth grade had
lower motivation than students in the sixth grade. These results were discussed from the viewpoints of school psychology and

developmental psychology.
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