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Onomatopoeia is abundant in musical factors. We have observed the pupils' reactions to the teachers' utterances with
onomatopoeic expressions at an elementary school for handicapped children. Some of the phenomena we observed during the
classes suggested that onomatopoeic utterances, together with adequate bodily performances, do affect children with mental

retardation. This paper gives a report on interesting behavioural patterns with onomatopoeic utterances, and the cognitive

implication will be discussed with special reference to music and gesture.
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