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Development of the Social Studies Curriculum Based on Information
Education: Focusing on Information Processing Ability
in Elementary School Social Studies

Tetsu Nakamura and Hiroki Sugahara
(Hyogo University of Teacher Education) (Oui Elementary School)

Systematic instruction of computer technology and information education is needed in the Integrated Studies curriculum and
in the curriculum for other subjects. In social studies, many lessons have been taught using computers and the Internet. The purposes
of this research are to identify practical methods and activities for utilizing information education and computer technology in
the Integrated Studies curriculum and social studies curriculum and to develop lesson plans for utilizing computer technology and
information education to teach social studies content. The curriculum developed through this research will show how social studies
lessons may be conducted and how attitudes/morals may be clarified using computer technology and information education. To
illustrate the intent of the proposed curriculum development project, a sample unit called, "Information and Our Daily Lives,"
has been developed for the 5th grade.

Finally, the result of this research is to develop relationships among information education, computer technology, and social
studies instruction. These relationships will be made clear by developing social studies curriculum and sample lessons utilizing

information education and computer technology.
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