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Affects of parents’ orientations toward control v.s. autonomy on their
children’s attitude toward “okeikogoto (lessons after school)” activities

Kiyoshi Asakawa, Masafumi Kogawa (Hyogo University of Teacher Education)
Misuzu Kauchi (Kusugaoka Elementary School)

The present research was planned to investigate how parents’ control-autonomy orientations affects on their
children’s "okeikogoto (i.e. Piano lesson, lesson of calculation on the abacus etc.)” activities in daily life. One
hundred forty children of 4th and 6th grade from public elementary school in central Hyogo prefecture took part
in the study. First, parents’ autonomy-control orientation perceived by their children was assessed using a
questionnaire constructed by Deci et al. (1981). Then, Children’s attitude toward ’okeikogoto” was measured
using the Okeikogoto Attitude Scale for Children. The main findings were as follows: 1) As to happiness of
okeikogoto, those scores significantly decreased between 4th grade and 6th grade in boys, while there was no
significant age group difference in girls, 2) the effects of parents’ control-autonomy orientation on attitude scale
were partially appeared in a sub-scale scores of "evaluation of outside school educational activities.” That is,
the lower autonomy oriented group showed higher mean scores than the other in 4th grade, there was, however,
no significant parents’ control-autonomy effects on those sub-scale scores in 6th grade. Those findings were

discussed from a developmental point of view.
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