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Study on Art Education at the Elementary and Secondary School Level (II):
Problems of Child Art Contest

Takashi Hatsuta and Kinichi Fukumoto
(Hyogo University of Teacher Education)

Pros and cons of the child art contest have been the critical issues on the instruction of art, specially
in painting. While the development of teacher’s consciousness of teaching art and children’s painting
skills were observed, several of the uninvited outcomes have been indicated such as the extraordianry
emphasis on the skills and methods of studic production, the similarlity of painting styles, and the loss
of uniqueness both of individual and local quality .

The purpose of this study was to recollect the issues on art contest and inquire into the influences on
the children’s recognition of art products by the peer group.

The research was designed to use quanitative method to find the influences of the notification of the
contest award-winning ones on the children. The two classes at three grades of the second, fourth, and
sixth were selected for the control and comparison group. One class with the notification of the award
winning art, another without notification but just as a collection of the art by the peer from the different
regions. As the stimulus, a set of fifteen award-winning paintings were shown to the two groups of each
grade and asked to respond to the questionaires provided.

Findings indicated that children are inclined to response more affectively to the art products with
recognition of the award-given works than the children without notification. Contest award may affect
on the children’s evaluation or critical stance as a hollow effect in a way and make children ponder more

on the art done by the peer group.
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