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Regional Education Movement in Yamanashi Prefecture

in the Early Showa Era :

A Focus on Activities of the Regional Education Research Department of

the Yamanashi Prefecture Educational Association

KAJIHARA Masashi *

For the purpose of knowing, being interested in, and improving ones local region in Japan, regional education and promotion

was introduced at the beginning of the Showa era. Yamanashi Prefecture became the national model for this regional education.

The leader of this project was a geographer, Michitoshi Odauchi. Members of the Yamanashi normal schools at that time,

researched regional history, culture and nature. In addition, the normal schools created a regional research room and archive. The

Yamanashi Prefecture educational association established the regional education research department. And the Yamanashi Prefecture

educational association held exhibitions aimed at restoration of the local area and presented the results of the regional education

research project. The school teacher’s efforts helped to promote and institute regional education for the prefecture.
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