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Parent Generation: The Role of Practical Learning Experience in
Cultivating Desirable Qualities in Junior High and High School for Future
Parenting Responsibilities

Rika HOSOTANI
Shiga University, Faculty of Education

The present study investigated the development of several qualities considered important for
parenting: an affinity for children, anticipation of becoming a future parent, perceived competence
in interacting with young children, and knowledge of childcare. Fostering these qualities may
plausibly help in “parent generation,” or the process of helping young people prepare to
become parents in the future. Thus, the aim of the study is to investigate how the cultivation
of these qualities in young adults is affected by their attitude toward their own parents and
their experiences in their junior high and high school years, such as learning about childcare in
home economics class, having practical learning experiences in childcare, and having private
experiences interacting with young children in daily life. First-year university students completed
a questionnaire in which they were asked to think retrospectively about their experiences at
the secondary stage. The main finding of the study was that the abovementioned qualities were
cultivated differently by sex: in boys, practical learning experience in childcare during school
years was one of the contributors to an affinity for children and knowledge of childcare. Thus,
the present study indicates the significance of hands-on learning about childcare in secondary
education.
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