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Study on Professional Competence of Teachers
Compared with Technical Experts:
Applied Grounded Theory Approach toward ‘NHK: Professional’
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The present study examined the professional competence of teachers compared with technical
experts (a gardener, a pastry chef, a plasterer), and applied a Grounded Theory Approach
towards ‘NHK: Professional’. The subject teachers were one male and one female teacher. One
was an elementary school teacher who had solved class crises many times; the other was a
junior high school teacher who was famous from her educational practice of using a encounter
method.

First, the twelve categories of professional competence consisted from statements and/or
mentions of technical experts. Their categories of professional competence were divided into
four characteristics:to recognize the aim of the field, to have the professionalism as a technical
practitioner, to have a sensitizing reflection as a reflective practitioner, to have an awareness of
one’s sense of reality as being in the here and now. Second, it was examined that two teachers’
statements and/or mentions were classified and systematized into the above twelve categories.
It is suggested that the technical practice lined with sensitizing reflection appears as teaching
activities for understanding children’s thinking style, in order to recognize the aim of the field.
Especially, the sensitizing reflection is the most important competence for professional teachers
from viewpoint of Producer Mogi.
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