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Changes in Children’s Learning Motivation through Individualized
Math Tutoring

Rika HOSOTANI*, Rina KITAGAWA**, Kyoko IMAI-MATSUMURA***
*Faculty of Education, Shiga University
**Takahama Elementary School
***The Joint Graduate School in Science of School Education, Hyogo University of Teacher Education

Individualized math learning support was offered to ten six-grade children who had experienced
difficulties in math, and the researchers investigated changes in their learning motivation. Data
was obtained through conducting semi-structured interviews with the children before and after
the learning support period and from reports from the instructors for every session. Qualitative
analysis using the grounded theory approach revealed that it is possible to change learning
motivation in children by attending to their individual needs with learning support. We suggest
that children improved learning motivation because they were able to learn concrete learning
strategies, sense efficacy in learning, and understand metacognitively their former learning style,
and they felt safe seeking help for learning. We also suggest that offering emotional support
such as showing acceptance and empathy, promoting children’ s sense of efficacy, and building
instructor-child relationships, is especially important to help children who lack confidence about
their performance to improve their learning motivation.
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