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A study of the social policies of 1970s-era in Taiwan -

With a focus on the social policies of “The Current Social Policies of the Principle of Livelihood.”

IMAI Takashi *

In 1965 the Kuomintang (KMT) government formulated a new Social Policy Act (SPA), named “The Current Social Policies of the

Principle of Livelihood.” The SPA remained in effect until the late 1970s, and this paper will examine its effects upon the Taiwanese

social welfare system.

The SPA consisted of seven social services: social insurance, employment services, social assistance, public housing, welfare services

for disadvantaged groups, employment training and scholarship, and community promotion and development. The KMT government put

particular effort into labor insurance and social assistance.

From 1972, the KMT government also promoted a new social relief/work program, limited to Taiwan province. Known as the Shao-

Kang Project, its aim was to alleviate the extreme poverty of people who were not receiving regular social assistance.

This paper will also discuss budgets allotted to these policies, which came from social welfare funds provided by the Taiwanese

provincial and prefectural governments.
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