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A Case Study in Human Rights Education Aimed at Enhancing the Qualities and
Abilities of Students Using a Written Judgment from the Minamata Disease Trial

Etsuro SHINPUKU
Kushikino Junior High School

This research examines whether a case study based on a written judgment from the Mianamata disease trial
would be effective in enhancing the qualities and abilities of students in the field of human rights by analyzing
and categorizing their comments. The method employed involves comparing and studying student comments
written before, during and immediately after the class, and one year later. As a result of changes observed in
the qualities and abilities of students relating to human rights, analytical methods for examining case studies in
human rights education with special focus on social problems have been established.
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