hEH G U IC B B A OB O B

— R HERE A O FH ] —
By 3B B M
CPRk224F 6 H18H =24}, pk224F12H 3 HAZE)

Historical Trends of Population Migration in a Mountain Village of
the Chugoku District in Japan

NOBE Masao *

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the historical relationship between Tomi Village and its neighbouring cities, in terms of

migration. The analysis of statistical data and talks of its villagers revealed the following points. Until the end of the Rapid Economic

Growth, many people moved out to the Kinki district and moved in from the district. Thereafter many people moved out to the

neighbouring Maniwa and Tsuyama areas and moved in from those areas. The difference in the number of moving-in males and

females was relatively small, but the number of moving-out females was much greater than that of moving-out males between 1976 and

1980, because there emerged a “shortage of brides” problem. Since 1981, the difference has gradually diminished, and the numbers of

moving-in and moving-out people have become closer. This is because many young men from the village have come to start a newly-

married life in cities of the Maniwa and Tsuyama areas.

Key words: migration, commuting, mountain village, depopulation, shortage of brides
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