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A Practical Study of Integrated Arts Curriculum at Schools

TOKIE Noriko*

For the past 20 years, this author has worked with integrated arts curricula at elementary and junior high schools. From these

experiences, she has found that a new problem is facing many of today’s Japanese schools; children are losing their ability to

communicate with others. To solve this problem, this paper presents the idea of using an integrated-subject class that culminates in

an original musical production, produced, written, directed and performed by the students, to cultivate and enhance expressive and

communicative abilities. Furthermore, the author also intends to show how subject integration fosters a deeper kind of learning for

students. For instance, at a junior high school attached to the Joetsu University of Education, students had to assemble all that they

had learned during their time at the school and put it into musical form, and this allowed the students to approach the subjects they

had studied in different ways.
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