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The "Good" Teacher - the "Competent" Teacher:

Professionalism and Professionalization of Teachers, International Trends and the Discussion in Germany

NEUMANN Karl*,

WATANABE Takanobu**

The article outlines the process of internationalization of German teacher education in the 20" century as a continuum of opposite

models from a personality centered image of the good teacher to the expert centered image of the competent teacher. The ideal of the

"good" teacher as person, combining care and competence, has maintained importance, but meanwhile faded into the background

because of the difficult verification of its efficiency. Instead the complex structure of professional tasks in teaching settings came into

the focus of analyses of desirable knowledge and skills, with regard to the growing body of international research about teaching

expertise in high quality preparation and ongoing career development being the most important factors influencing school quality and

student achievement. The approach of professional standards - based reform has gained dominant acceptance, leaving open a lot of

questions about the connection among standards, school development, evaluation, policymaking and accountability.
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