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Instruction and Assessment of Historical Literacy for the Competency Based

Curriculum : A Case Study of Using the

Framework.

o B A

“Thinking Like a Historian’

(o

HARADA Tomohito

In current Japan, the change of National Curriculum is planned from contents base to competency base. But it is necessary

to define the literacy of subject which connects the general competency with the subject contents. I targeted to historical lit-

eracy and aimed at to clear the concept and the method of instruction and assessment of historical literacy. So I paid my at-

tention to the “Thinking Like a Historian” framework developed by researchers of Wisconsin Historical Society in US and

analyzed a concept, instruction and assessment of historical literacy using that framework. As a result of this study, it is re-

vealed that 1) historical literacy is caught on both sides of contents and methods, 2) the categories of the historical inquiry

is caught in cause and effect, change and continuity, turning points, using the past, and through their eyes, 3 ) historical proc-

ess is consisted of the following three phases, that is “question - evidence - interpretation”, 4 ) the process of curriculum de-

velopment of historical literacy formation is as follows: selecting a theme which takes an overview of history - setting

questions exploring a unit topic -planning a lesson with historical inquiry, 5) authentic learning is important to promote the

historical literacy formation.
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