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The Creation of the Learning and the “Sympathetic Observer” Stance of
the Nursery Teacher from the Observation Exemplars
. The Application of Te Whariki and Learning Stories
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This research examines cases studies in the Uuited States on the use of Te Whariki and learning stories, which are inte-
grated curricula for young children originally developed in New Zealand. At the same time, it sheds light on specific learning
experiences engendered by one-year-old children in Japan, and on the stance of the nursery teachers who watch over them.
Our results indicate that learning stories facilitated the formulation of specifics of the process of exposing children to objects
up through the fostering of the learning environment. Also, it was clear that the tendency of the nursery teachers to be

“sympathetic observers” —their stance as they actively addressed this process—served to foster circumstances encouraging the

children to continue to challenge themselves.
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