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Educational practices and teacher specializations in free kindergarten education

of the 19th century in America
—The protective role of teachers for children—
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This paper compares educational practices of public kindergartens run by Blow and others —— representing the two trends
in the 19th century Froebelian doctrine of kindergarten educatiom——and Kate Douglas Wiggen, who advocated free kindergar-
ten education. The purpose is to clarify the differences in the humanity levels of practitioners of these two different schools
of thought. At the time the Silver Street Free Kindergarten was established, homeless children sabotaged her project, causing
her greater-than-expected hardship and angst. Caught in a situation where she could not implement her plans as she had
wished, Wiggin had made a return to the original educational perspective represented by Froebel, which she had learned from
Marwedel; however, considering what the children needed and what she herself could do, she felt she had no choice but to

truly face the children. Believing in the children and striving to meet their needs, she elected to take a stance that resulted

in great differences with Blow, who was aligned with the Froebelian doctrine.
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