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Rose and Poverty—Melville’s “Jimmy Rose”
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During his last sickness, with her own hands she carried
him jellies and blanc-mange; made tea for him in his
attic, and turned the poor old gentleman in his bed. And
it, at that fair

well hadst thou deserved Jimmy,

creature’s hands; well merited to have thy old eyes

closed by woman’s fairy fingers, who through life, in
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riches and in poverty, was still woman’s sworn cham-

pion and devotee. (344)
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Though in thy own need thou hadst no pence to give
the poor, thou, Jimmy, still hadst alms to give the rich.
For not the beggar chattering at the corner pines more
after bread than the vain heart after compliment. The
rich in their craving glut, as the poor in their craving

want, we have with us always. (344)
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