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No Choice of Topic, First-Round Task: 

You and your partner have won a prize to visit three foreign countries. You can visit any 

three foreign countries but you only can spend one day in each country. The rest of the time you 

will be traveling in the plane. What three countries would you and your partner like to visit? 

Why do you two want to go to that country? Please discuss and decide with your partner which 

countries you would like to visit. 

No Choice of Topic, Second-Round Task: 

Please decide the following. You and your partner will be able to visit six world leaders 

of today. What questions would you like to ask them? Please write a question for each world 

leader.

Topics for Limited Choice of Topic, First-Round Task: 

1. You and your partner will have a visitor from the United States. You and your partner 

have one day to take him to Kyoto. You and your partner have enough time to take this person to 

six (6) places. Which places do you want to go to? Please put a check next to the places you want 

to go to. Good Luck! (adapted from http://www.pref.nara.jp/nara_e/index.html).

2. You and your partner will go on a camping trip. What will you and your partner take? 

You will already have a tent, a sleeping bag, and a backpack. What ten (10) things will you take?

3. The university will make a time capsule. This is a box where you put personal things 

and then the time capsule is put in the ground. This time capsule will removed from the ground 

in 100 years. What four (4) things will you put in this time capsule? Please choose four things 

with your partner and the reason for putting them in the time capsule. Good luck!

Topics for Limited Choice of Topic, Second-Round Task: 

1. You and your partner will have a visitor from the United States. You and your partner 

have one day to take him to Kyoto. You and your partner have enough time to take this person to 

six (6) places. Which places do you want to go to? Please put a check next to the places you want 

to go to. Good Luck! (adapted from http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2155.html). 

2. You and your partner will go America. You and your partner only have enough space 

to take ten personal items between you. What will you and your partner take in your luggage? 

Please choose ten (10) things to take. What ten (10) things will you take?

3. You will make a home page of famous Japanese people of today. You and your partner 

only have enough space to write about four (4) people. Please choose four people and the reason 

you chose that person. 
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Treatment M SEM 95% Con. Int.
a

SD Min
b

Max
c

S
d

K
e

 RIR
f

   Low High       

1A 66.44 1.81 62.84 70.03 15.94 42 100 .71 -.27 .94 

2A 61.28 1.74 57.81 64.75 15.39 32 100 .98 .78 .89 

3A 66.14 1.88 62.41 69.88 16.56 32 100 .68 -.17 .86 

1B 70.09 1.69 66.73 73.45 14.92 37 100 .43 -.06 .95 

2B 69.19 2.02 65.17 73.21 17.82 32 100 .26 -.77 .95 

3B 66.86 1.99 62.89 70.83 17.59 32 100 .41 -.50 .92 

1C 66.35 1.74 62.88 69.81 15.35 36 100 .71 .19 .88 

2C 59.19 1.96 55.29 63.09 17.29 32 100 1.09 .19 .88 

3C 61.96 1.75 58.48 65.44 15.44 36 100 .99 .66 .85 

a

 95% Confidence Interval. 
b

 Minimum. 
c

 Maximum. 
d

 Skewness. 
e

 Kurtosis. 
f

 Rasch Item 

Reliability.

Notes. 1 = Descriptive task; 2 = Narrative task; 3= Decision-Making task; A = No topic choice; 

B = Limited topic choice; C = Complete topic choice. 

N = 78. SES = .27. SEK = .54. 

UVWXY`
a>\>8=>bMc>89d?>9efghea>9dK=9L̂?789:;<=>?>9=

Source df SS MS F η
2

β

Task 2 2296.52 1148.26 10.72* .12 .99 

Error (Task) 154 16494.37 107.11    

Choice 2 4669.37 2334.68 23.99* .24 .99 

Error (Choice) 154 14989.52 97.34    

Task x Choice 4 1473.93 368.48 4.13* .05 .92 

Error

(Task x Choice) 

308 27469.85 89.19    

Notes. η
2

 = effect size (partial eta squared). β = observed power. 

* p < .025. 
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<=EGCP

Q9RS85TU5V9RUWU5RU5SRXY8ZWR[\9]X̂_XX5SWS̀;

Treatment M SEM 95% Con. Int.
a

SD Min
b

Max
c

S
d

K
e

 RIR
f

   Low High       

1A 57.35 1.74 53.89 60.80 15.32 12 100 -.20 1.05 .94 

2A 51.62 2.01 47.61 55.62 17.75 14 100 -.13 .56 .97 

3A 52.77 1.69 49.41 56.13 14.88 0 86 -.63 1.48 .98 

1B 56.60 1.75 53.11 60.09 15.48 0 86 -.74 1.35 .96 

2B 59.03 1.38 56.28 61.77 12.19 22 100 -.05 1.35 .97 

3B 55.99 1.28 53.43 58.54 11.34 25 86 -.57 .88 .96 

1C 54.42 1.34 51.76 57.08 11.80 27 85 .29 .63 .95 

2C 54.74 1.56 51.63 57.85 13.80 23 87 1.41 .11 .97 

3C 47.46 1.85 43.78 51.14 16.33 0 100 -.26 1.48 .97 

a

 95% Confidence Interval. 
b

 Minimum. 
c

 Maximum. 
d

 Skewness. 
e

 Kurtosis. 
f

 Rasch Item 

Reliability.

Notes. 1 = Descriptive task; 2 = Narrative task; 3= Decision-Making task; A = No topic choice; 

B = Limited topic choice; C = Complete topic choice. 

N = 78. SES = .27. SEK = .54. 

<=EGCa

b9T9WU9ĉd9WR789RefgheXY8ZWR[\9]X̂_XX5SWS̀

Source df SS MS F η
2

β

Task 2 2085.78 1042.89 8.16* .10 .96 

Error (Task) 154 19691.33 127.87    

Choice 2 3019.10 1509.55 9.55* .11 .98 

Error (Choice) 154 24336.68 158.03    

Task x Choice
a

 3.54 2391.35 674.87 5.02* .06 .95 

Error

(Task x Choice)
a

272.85 36661.53 134.36    

Notes. η
2

 = effect size (partial eta squared). β = observed power. 

a

df and MS from Greenhouse-Geisser correction for degrees of freedom. 

* p < .025. 

456789i;<=>?jCGHklHHMJ=JFEFB=>?�GCHB�=AIEFJKLMJC�DMNKB�O
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Treatment M SEM 95% Con. Int.
a

SD Min
b

Max
c

S
d

K
e

   Low High      

1A .48 .05 .37 .58 .23 .00 .80 -.38 -.72 

2A .11 .03 .04 .17 .13 .00 .40 .92 -.50 

3A .48 .06 .35 .60 .28 .00 1.00 .13 -.17 

1B .42 .04 .34 .50 .17 .00 .71 -.35 .38 

2B .13 .04 .04 .22 .19 .00 .67 1.65 2.43 

3B .49 .06 .37 .62 .27 .00 1.00 -.37 .18 

1C .34 .06 .22 .45 .25 .00 1.00 .68 .83 

2C .38 .04 .30 .47 .18 .00 .78 .17 .28 

3C .28 .04 .20 .37 .18 .00 .71 .29 .16 

a

 95% Confidence Interval. 
b

 Minimum. 
c

 Maximum. . 
d

 Skewness. 
e

 Kurtosis. 

Notes. 1 = Descriptive task; 2 = Narrative task; 3= Decision-Making task; A = No topic choice; 

B = Limited topic choice; C = Complete topic choice. 

N = 21. SES = .50. SEK = .97. 

QRSTU^
_JHJ4�J \̀J4X�3JX1abc1ZF3122�342!

Source df SS MS F η
2

β

Task
a

 1.44 .01 .005 .11 .05 .06 

Error (Task) 28.91 2.11 .07    

Choice 2 1.81 1.01 15.37* .43 .99 

Error (Choice) 40 2.36 .05    

Task x Choice 4 1.75 .44 11.90* .37 .99 

Error

(Task x Choice)
a

80 2.94 .04    

Notes. η
2

 = effect size (partial eta squared). β = observed power. 

a

df and MS from Greenhouse-Geisser correction for degrees of freedom.

* p < .017.
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Source Df SS MS F η
2

β

Task 2 .20 .10 7.74* .28 .93 

Error (Task) 40 .53 .01    

Choice 2 .18 .09 9.98* .33 .98 

Error (Choice) 40 .37 .01    

Task x Choice 4 .02 .01 .74 .04 .23 

Error

(Task x Choice) 

80 .59 .01    

Notes. η
2

 = effect size (partial eta squared). β = observed power. 

* p < .017. 

,-./01]3̂ D_̀ >?aE;9:9;8<=�>?@;�8AB:95CDE5?�7EFC;�G

H8:>?b
c1Qd0-KM-e1QMLM-QM-dQVW0XWYKZ1[-M\�f\K1OMWg1hJLM-W�3

Treatment M SEM 95% Con. Int.
a

SD Min
b

Max S
d

K
e

   Low High      

1A .34 .01 .32 .37 .05 .24 .46 -.11 .26 

2A .42 .02 .38 .46 .09 .27 .58 .20 -.73 

3A .42 .02 .38 .45 .08 .27 .56 -.29 -.60 

1B .41 .02 .37 .45 .09 .26 .54 -.09 -1.12 

2B .49 .03 .43 .55 .14 .28 .76 .07 -.93 

3B .48 .03 .42 .54 .14 .24 .72 .51 -.64 

1C .42 .02 .38 .46 .09 .29 .63 .61 -.18 

2C .51 .03 .44 .57 .14 .27 .72 -.20 -.91 

3C .45 .02 .41 .49 .09 .32 .72 1.43 2.22 

a

 95% Confidence Interval. 
b

 Minimum. 
c

 Maximum.
 d

 Skewness. 
e

 Kurtosis. 

Notes. 1 = Descriptive task; 2 = Narrative task; 3= Decision-Making task; A = No topic choice; 

B = Limited topic choice; C = Complete topic choice. 

N = 21. SES = .50. SEK = .97. 
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Treatment M SEM 95% Con. Int.
a

SD Min
 b

Max
 c

S
d

K
e

   Low High      

1A 79.29 4.91 69.05 89.52 22.48 41 145 1.41 2.97 

2A 62.43 4.54 52.96 71.90 20.80 34 105 .38 -1.06 

3A 57.86 3.47 50.61 65.10 15.91 33 94 .32 -.20 

1B 83.57 5.63 71.83 95.32 25.80 38 123 .14 -1.20 

2B 68.00 4.18 59.28 76.72 19.15 43 117 1.11 1.19 

3B 62.33 5.48 50.90 73.77 25.12 26 115 .29 -.89 

1C 68.57 4.81 58.53 78.61 22.06 31 102 -.13 -1.09 

2C 68.52 6.15 55.70 81.35 28.17 31 122 .79 -.60 

3C 80.00 4.40 70.82 89.18 20.16 29 129 -.54 1.13 

a

 95% Confidence Interval. 
b

 Minimum. 
c

 Maximum.
 d

 Skewness. 
e

 Kurtosis. 

Notes. 1 = Descriptive task; 2 = Narrative task; 3= Decision-Making task; A = No topic choice; 

B = Limited topic choice; C = Complete topic choice. 

N = 21. SES = .50. SEK = .97. 

;<=>?LM
N"E"HF"OPQ"HB!C"BRSTURIJC� !"#$%

Source df SS MS F η
2

β

Task 2 4741.46 2370.73 5.34* .21 .81 

Error (Task) 40 17774.32 444.36    

Choice 2 1219.65 609.83 1.84 .08 .36 

Error (Choice) 40 13286.79 332.17    

Task x Choice 4 7523.94 1880.98 7.43* .27 .99 

Error

(Task x Choice) 

80 20254.95 253.19    

Notes. η
2

 = effect size (partial eta squared). β = observed power. 

* p < .017. 

�DV!C"WKX>Y?Z[\=\]<̂_�>?̀]�<Za=\[bcd[?�edfb]�g
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