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On the influence of dative complements on the case-marking of objective NP
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The aim of the present paper is to examine the objective NP that can be marked with the nominative (-ga) case or the

accusative (-wo) case in the potential construction, to explicate how the objective NP are marked when the agent NP or the

recipient NP occurs within the same clause. The detailed analysis in this paper has shown the two facts in a generalized way.

Firstly, when the agent NP is realized with the dative (-ni) case, the objective NP has to be marked with the nominative case

so that the nominative-marked NP cannot be missing, whereas when the agent NP is realized with the nominative case, the

objective NP has to be marked with the accusative case so that the nominative-marked NP is not doubly realized. Secondly,

it is cleared that, when the recipient NP is realized with the dative case, the agent NP and the objective NP have to be

marked with the nominative case and the accusative case, respectively. These two effects are expected to have a stronger

influence on the alternation of marking objective NP's between the nominative case and the accusative case than the factors

that previous studies have pointed out in the semantic or pragmatic terms.
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