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The Significance and Research Issues of the Wait-and-see Attitude of Teachers
and Parents toward Children in Early Childhood

FUKUHARA Fumiko *, YOKOMATSU Tomoyoshi ** NISHIYAMA Osamu ***

’

This study explored the significance and research issues by reviewing previous studies on the wait-and-see attitude of teachers
and parents toward children in early childhood. According to the National Curriculum Standard for Kindergarten, teachers
are expected to wait for children based on the view that “children grow by themselves,” to help them experience “a sense of
accomplishment,” and “a sense of fulfillment.” Previous studies found that the wait-and-see attitude of teachers leads to positive
outcomes for children; however, concerns about neglect and lack of educational guidance arose. Moreover, parents' wait-and-
see attitude affected children's resilience and social and emotional skills, and "time availability" was related to parents’ attitudes.
Therefore, future research should carry out analyses of 1) the wait-and-see attitude as a specialty of teachers including the methods
for assistance, and 2) the reality of parents' lack of margin and ways of supporting wait-and-see parenting.
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