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Poe's "The Black Cat" and Macbeth
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1Witch. All hail, Macbeth! hail to thee, thane of Glamis!
2Witch. All hail, Macbeth! hail to thee, thane of Cawdor!
3Witch. All hail, Macbeth! that shalt be king hereafter.
Banquo. Good sir, why do you start, and seem to fear
Things that do sound so fair? (1.3.48-51)
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Macbeth. Stay, you imperfect speakers, tell me more:
By Sinel's death I know I am thane of Glamis,

But how of Cawdor? the thane of Cawdor lives
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A prosperous gentleman; and to be king
Stands not within the prospect of belief,(1.3.70-74)
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Lady M.

That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here,

Come, you spirits

And fill me, from the clown to the toe, top-full

of direst cruelty! make thick my blood,

Stop up th'acess and passage to remorse,

That no compunctious visitings of nature

Shake my fell purpose, nor keep peace between

Th'effect and it! Come to my woman's breast,

And take my milk for gall, you murd'ring ministers,
(1.5.39-47)
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Lady M. Was the hope drunk

Wherein you dressed yourself? hath it slept since?

And wakes it now, to look so green and pale

At what it did so freely? From this time

Such I account thy love. Art thou afeard

To be the same in thine own act and valour

As thou art in desire? Wouldst thou have that

Which thou esteem'st the ornement of life,

And live a coward in thine own esteem,

Letting 'I dare not' wait upon 'l would',

Like the poor cat i'th'adage?
Macbeth.

I dare do all that may become a man;

Prithee, peace:

Who dares do more, is none.
Lady M.
That made you break this enterprise to me? (1.7.35-45)
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T I RZDNLE, [R->TOF 2] (" would) & -
o, 2B ] (" dare not"), FO E RGO A RN
WTW5, [ENHEH] =% &EWS Did, The cat would
eat fish but would not wet her feet. &\ 9 FEAE N X 1T
LTWT, [FAEAEVwAL, HIZES L BWiE] &
SDIF, FIWLRIXNZRDOERKET I ANVICRIL TV
b0 RANF TTDHL SHEBITHHIFICK & X3,
ot ani] b b [E] ("beast) I bEH
LTAIWV, ERNTHIICE KR L e R ADRMEIC 3 IHD A
A=VPRhH-tlddThb, F—0 [BI] cBWVTid
MELIE LiIdbeastETER SN TV B,

DD <7 NARANDHEBITIE, ERIDELIRD B
e, SLICEHMOBOAELA A —YhEEERALN
TW5, BRERANCEERL IOV EE>TEh
A9 BBV, B ENE T ANFED =7 — K 2R
LTW3,

i E %, HOBEABBEVWLITH B, [Ny —n—
7 | (better half) EFF3DIF, Rigid—A&Td > THE
ICHISET BBARICH 5 C EERBILTWVWS, i, H5
BEHTERICE TR, BThooH (F71) THD
LV THERETEENS I RADEHEHITIE< I XZ
@[5 —=,—=7 ] (bitter half) EFE3L S A5k b IEHE
TH 9y CRHERI—N—TDNOF 4 ThH->T,
[RE, W] oEHKRIZESIN S,

ZHLTHoFHEIIBLTIE, RALELIZLEFEA
ND =T R EEERIOIRERR, 5 v 2/N—y F UL

P

62

il

Bifgricd 2 T LN TH 5, Htcbld, =2 X220
HoREEZH-TW5E, LrL, ZOEEHOMETE
EHIAEL, #HF T, RAIKEANE MR
W, M Lcd v 50 5 —1cZH LTV,

</ NZABBEIOFHICE TR, [FES Lotk
TEFZAWBHE LTl TOT, RADKIEIZ L -
TR - ERELRRET 2, UL, BloiTELbic<
I RZFGRADPLEARREBY OPIRE LIcRAIREEZN
Ebb, TOERHEKNEBELOTETH 5,

43 1 BORBEOBIHET, v 7 XX E=ADETICH
235, BB RI =>4 E RE ki, #Fduik
FEET B, FETNXEZ, [KOFELAKELILET, <
JRZEETEOERVEW] HEVIE [/N—F LDOHEM
FHOTHDHEELE T}, w7 X2ABELTHTE &
BEW] EVWHSTPETH S, BLLEOFIEICEBWVIC
BLAOT6NT, w7 NRIIKMBITE &R < FEiT
I 5,

UL LEAUCREAIL T~ 7 N2k AT RET ST % HL
Y 5,

KA FEMORVAT 5, 77T OHFREAALIR
DPFTH, CONSBFIRHVWED ZIRA S LEH
KigLiawv, bbbl bbb ! bd |

BE RALLHIPEL | LOEMNZTOFEFEDS K
PRAVS

FRL 1HEALEDEHIBRES LS LEVST,
DRf§D > BITHABEVLERL 2 I3,
Lady M. Here's the smell of the blood still: all the
perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this littel hand.
Oh! oh! oh!

Doctor.

[,

What a sigh is there! The heart is sorely
charged
Gentlewoman. 1 would not have such a heart in my

bosom, for the dignity of the whole body. (5.1.49-53)
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...I knew that in so doing I was commiting a sin—a deadly sin
that would so jeopardise my immortal soul as to place it
—if such thing were possible—even beyond the reach of
the infinite mercy of the Most Merciful and Most Terrible
God.(852)
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This spirit of perverseness, | say, came to my final over-
throw. It was this unfathomable longing of the soul 7o vex
itself—to offer violence to its own nature—to do wrong
for the wrong's sake only—that urged me to continue and
finally to consummate the injury I had inflicted upon the
unoffending brute. (852)
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ordinary succession of very natural causes and effects")
B50)ICT XMW, LFELND, fdEMEE VL I/NE
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AT,

B OBEEROBERIE, MREOHESETH - T,
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Macbeth Is this a dagger which I see before me,

The handle toward my hand? Come, let me clutch thee:

I have thee not, and yet I see thee still.

Art thou not, fatal vision, sensible

To feeling as to sight? or art thou but

A dagger of the mind, a false creation,

Proceeding from the heat-oppressed brain? (2.1.33-39)
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1849: Collected Works of Edgar Allan Poe, Volume III
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