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Remarks on the case marking of the objective NP

In Japanese
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SUGAI Kazumi
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desiderative expressions

A

NARUSE Atsushi

The present paper is devoted to analyzing the ga/wo (nominative/accusative) alternation of the objective NP in Japanese

desiderative expressions (dative construction) to show that the objective NP is more likely to marked with the -wo (accusative)

case than with the -ga (nominative) case when the dative-marked (ni-marked) NP occurs in the same clause with the objective

NP. Section 1 and 2 review previous studies to discern between factors that promote the ga-marking and ones that prohibit

the ga-marking. Taking it for granted that no single one of these factors is exclusively crucial to explain the case-alternative

phenomenon, in the third section we propose that another factor may work for the alternation, that is, the objective NP in

desiderative expressions is marked with the -wo case than with the -ga case when the dative-marked NP occurs in the same

clause. In support of the hypothesis proposed in Section 3, the fourth section examines how the ga-marking on the objective

NP is suffocated when the dative-marked NP co-occurs, to show that the hypothesis is valid in the distributional terms.
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