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The Scarlet Letter and Law
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It might be that a sluggish bond-servant, or
an undutiful child, whom his parents had given
over to the civil authority, was to be corrected
that an

Antinomian, a Quaker, or other heterodox re-

at the whipping post. It might be,

ligionist, was to be scourged out of the town,
or an idle and vagrant Indian, whom the white
man's fire-water had made riotous about the
streets, was to be driven with stripes into the
shadow of the forest. It might be, too, that a
witch, like Hibbins, the bitter-
tempered widow of the magistrate, was to die

Mistress
upon the gallows. In either case, there was
very much the same solemnity of demeanour
on the part of the spectators; as befitted a peo-
ple amongst whom religion and law were al-
most identical, and in whose character both
were so thoroughly interfused, that the mildest
and the severest acts of public discipline were
alike made venerable and awful(italics added)
(49-50)
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I might be, too—doubtless it was so, al-
though she hid the secret from herself, and
grew pale whenever it struggled out of her
heart, like a serpent from its hole, —it might
be that another feeling kept her within the
scene and pathway that had been so fatal.
There dwelt, there trode the feet of one with
whom she deemed herself connected in a union,
that, unrecognized on earth, would bring them
together before the bar of final judgment, and
make that their marriage-altar, for a joint fu-
turity of endless retribution. Over and over
again, the tempter of souls had thrust this
idea upon Hester's contemplation, and laughed
at the passionate and desperate joy with which
she seized, and then strove to cast it from her.
She barely looked the idea in the face, and has-
tened to bar it in its dungeon. What she com-
pelled herself to believe, — what, finally, she
reasoned upon her motive for continuing a
resident of New England, —was half a truth,
and half a self-delusion. Here, she said to her-
self, had been the scene of her guilt, and here
should be the scene of her earthly punishment;
and so, perchance, the torture of her daily
shame would at length purge her soul, and
work out another purity than that which she
had lost; more saint-like, beause the result of
martydom.(80)
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But sometimes, once in many days, or per-
chance in many months, she felt an eye—a
human eye—upon the ignominous brand, that
seemed to give a momentary relief, as if half
of her agony were shared. The next instant,
back it all rushed again, with still a deeper
throb of pain; for, in that brief interval, she
had sinned anew. Had Hester sinned alone?(86)
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The world's law was no law for her mind. It
was an age in which the human intellect,
newly emancipated, had taken a more active
and a wider range than for many centuries be-
Men of the sword had overthrown nobles
Men bolder than these had over-
but
within the sphere of theory, which was their

fore.
and kings.
thrown and rearranged — not actually,

most real abode—the whole system of ancient
prejudice, wherewith was linked much of an-
cient principle. Hester Prynne imbibed this

spirit. (164)
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The road,
crossed from the peninsula to the mainland,

after the two wayfarers had

was no other than a footpath. It straggled on-
ward into the mystery of the primeval forest.
This hemmed it in so narrowly, and stood so
black and dense on either side, and disclosed
such imperfect glimpses of the sky above, that,
to Hester's mind, it imaged not amiss the
moral wilderness in which she had so long

been wandering. (183)

COWMHEIZR, fFED~R S =TT 2WENBEL S
5, COBFBOFROBFRICIE, FZHEXFOE VR
H3TEICEBERIZE SV, TOFKC MRG0T
FEOFRTFOB AR VAL TEVDHE] ("the
wandring wood"\DEEBEZFEH L D5 7w« X
FaT—FTHo7.’ &=V —VvOAEBEICIIRIFAD
WEFPH - ERBETETV, B A error
[HPEb ] OFBFEN wander [SF LS| THH &
AERFHLTB T ELHEETRO LTV, BFICHOE
MicE, 7o Tl 85880 [ROKR] wd -7l
EBEDPTHH I ~A 7 —EFHVEHEORET 2SS F &
SEHTH - 1o

[#%F | (wilderness) 3 BEHWHEH O BN SHETH
5, ¥V R IBEBICERSINLOD, E—RILFEVS
NEARSINVDAADPEE LTI ETOMES P
BOEHTH 720 ~R 7 —ZBEBLIHS LGRS
EIHETALMTH > T &%, MFERBOELMEIAHL
TW3, ZOBROHETE > e~ 5 —DfTE)d, +—



THESCFI & Hk

Vo VBRLTHEBROVEDTH -1,

HEELLbDHPE 0, BRI FEEERICHEK L.,
ZNWZDOEEVTHIIE, ~"2F—DHvE BIRIE
ZDWHRIT(IET B2 bDTH B, bEAEE ERER
KBWT, MEE] (lawless)i3—Hl 2 BA DA TH B
D, EbLOTEENS =27 vATHOONTWAEI E
ZIEW L TH 2720 (ITimothy 1:9), #HEiEL B
BO—fH—lic b T EbIc, BEANILEST
i, "2 -DHPEbRBZOMBICHZDTDH 5,

THEEDEER M OED BEOAICE EE 5T,
MiEDFc bR T 5, SE IR, FE T OLRHICEHRL
folo, B o oEHE. FIHF ) R FEOMTH D BEE
BHEZETH - oo — < HHOBEESTOH » 1o

M) oFENET, BBoOBEEHRIc/ S — VD
BROICEDHIIREERB T, NV v AL Tud, £0
XU S, HARYEBO L, Floxee v O
TOMBTHERFTNER SBT3, AL THBIN
ZTL7 ! | ("Nay, we might have judged that such
a child's mother must needs be a scarlet woman,
and a worthy type of her of Babylon!")(110)& &bk
HOFESELAZOICT %, COHHEIIZ. ~"2 7 -0 &
L TOREN & BIFICEER % b - 1oiF Ik 088 S 12 5 45,
LIS = VRN LB REhES PR, FHELED
BERO—a<TH %,

F 4 AXFANVDOBLKEIIRA b > T, ~NAF—i&
fEH < ME—DHEEREERNL HF o 2EMERT %,
YIRED T 04 3. B 5 OO ER O RIES PR
BT AEDICBALTSTHD, PREDYE V- FIEL
T BERNTHB, LOLITHICHE=—y—r &I,
FFEAMCOVAVWARTRELTLATOVWT, ThiLh
WAL SO BIEERBENT VS, AR WYREDRE
Blic. THEGEICHT 280 T A o= —BBATHBDT
HB, EVIDTDEFL, TORITIE > Tidld, Ea—
)y vANOFFNHED TV B,

XY YHLAHBOIKT B [HEoR] FRRENDSK
ThbHo UMD+ ) X PEETHNITEES 2 HGDE L
TV FTHEN O, BRBRIETH B, ~RA ¥ —»
SERIB. BED OBREEADHM Y 3, HENLEET
Ho>Ts EL OO OFAREREAWEST ZH8EBVED
IKRZ %, LnL, BRBE L KL FEBRAATHB &,
OBV TEY - it shicd—v — v OER
BT THZTL 5D,

ZOKUCE > Tt & THIE] 374 v =—1ilb
TWb, ZOPTHIDON) Y HADFKEZ., Hdho
HARBHEFITHS 9,

BHOMFBEDBE T, ~R ¥ —»BURERE SHHICE
WTHIPNTWS LI REBEBIEEL TBV o, &%

17

HEE VAR EECEE I 0T, S VAV LD
RIBRFEZDOEETH B, M. BEOHBEHED
THRENTVWEEEISND, JTOKICIEEY FOM
B3, BEEOMII - TWB LS, LhLTI
NZY—F BEEOH MYy 7 HEOHAEBLTTH B
M, BT TIRIRA SO TWAZ LicbiEHERIEN
50, NI Y — =B E VIR T LSS0
%,

NY YA LDREZIE, WHEDO~NR S —EE#H L2
DTH5, HMEHMOBRFICHKSIELFEOEELES
BlcHicid, FTRRBOZIBIMAM DL DL, XS
BRI S0,

B DL E [KRWisa o v] Thd, Aoy
RBIEBELIHHOMAE L TEIRS NI TES, o
BIROIEKRIZ o —<BOTH b, BRENEL NI
i, U X MEGEICHT ABESHEIESR VRS N,
EEIBIAShIcENAEHRL TV S, SR EgED
ERIZ. FEOHMNARB L TVWE L, £+LELRITE
DEERERL TV 5,

bhibhidERE LTilivhizo —< DR, 3R
DIFBEDEF VT A 0 =—Z2FNERIENL S0, F v
TN ZOEFIC & > THBIWRBREPDP L ZFEE
DI Lt —<DERSBERZOEKLEFEICEK -
THEHRICEFELE I BT, o—< ADHFICDOI L
PRSP EE S 3. EETRELA I, FOO -7
PERELTHI»NZOR, TRLOEM|ERERTDH S
EWVSTIRKATH A9, BREFOFETITI NI,
0 —<i3 [EELHREE] B0TH b,

EONY v ADXOIT 2 THEEOR] 295K 08
Oy NARY =W AEHOENAB D SN TV B,
FEETOHENY Y HLARANR Y —DEEEEE U > T
WBEDTH DB, LML, TOHEIMIATHSICBERQIE -
TLBDOTREBEOD, EVIOHBOEMEDTH 5,
Tk —=Y —VFWABERZ LI TS, L0
DHBHDEBRILDTH 5,

PEOMHAKVWESZ A Er VT3, NEovEa—v
MWRAEL TV, [HPKBOT N o v 2EE L KH &
LTELLEE LD L I ¥ THHoT, T3 YOI
AN a v FKIZHODSEERL > TOVT, TOKRVWES
NrovhEhEEELTWE, LALIFEsds Tk
SOl BASHICo—-<DI ETHE, v—<RBEK
Ckhid, LoDl Ed - TEEINLETHTH -
s

BRI ORI L SBlistrn b, /- R
Ty e 740D [BURMA 2=V & [HIBA £ —
VI EHIET 5. HIERBRBICKLSHORD TS
FLOZ VYL ATHY, BHERIIDORKVEENE0 Y
ThHb, BELE, & AGE, # k&K B ME L ERX,



moR

B () LENOHMTH S, HFLLZ P L AR
fEETHO, Ko vYRERBTH 5,

COBBICIRTY TY ANKBEERAFEINTVSC
CIEERRER OBV, DEDEBE L. HADEM
DEPSENTBEEAFCB LA EEZEK]RLTVLAD
Thb, TOWSFo —<h, HirhEoOLKEEE LTE
BEfFAmEl Ll EESTHICBOTWV S,

NrEpy=n-—<EVWHEEQKRIZ, t—V—-rD
EHohTid, o—2=7T 2 Y AIIERLIEWS DB,
FOMBILOTH B,

zor A0 AEidtEiMiEXvid LA, [BHE3
Efy ] (Manifest Destiny)Z#24% L TR OFEK)
Bl i - Attico7T 2 04 Thh, Z0ELAET
T RD I EFERT 2 AP ERATH AT, T — <
E&-FhttidhEo SREORIC. BXRE L TORERE
EREDTH oty F—V—viZTAY AHo—<FH
ERICEGELELEFREL T, o—< 3 HAFE
TH-7E LT, zhidid@Eezduiclic, 2—oy
NARESTO THAEL 0T XS - b, Z+—ifi
DT AYHFVET b iﬁﬂﬂﬁ?’ﬁ@ Me— D KE & L

THRICEEBE LTV, 72 ) H0EE, ER*R#T
LEIBTHEDIE, *—v—rb B TERLT
WAN, o—=&IBELTWAS,

o—< NE[ERRIZT 2 Y 7 NOHBIF X I BEXRTDH 5,
BRICBVTH, 2o DOFRITFEE. HEAOKHE %
HBATHWS, FAoHH & A#ELORK I, HARIHEL
TWwd, ¥ R PICHRT B0 —<id. ¥ U+
HOBRBEIBEETH > 1, BEERIF Y 2 M GETH
DIEKBS, BEOREEIKYT 25EEE Ik VT 2B
W, =Y — VB BORLIEMTAEZATH B,

NYUHLD [NEv D] EVWHSEFHER, ~"R Y —
W BIEETH -0, FNRRESICHRE-TL 3
I DTH B, THEXF] Zid, TH0IEHE T4
0= —HREBATVWS, HEEICTTE T/ o=—iF, &
CECHEBLTAB L, YREOBHNA S & — v — v
HITwdb0Th B,

FEX & LT, BRCEY [REE] 25D RO N
FOTT I, HBFORIKRUTAATL 2013, [EE
EEFEDO2— 7 ] ("Utopia of human virtue and
happiness")d7)& W XARICZ S HBWEETH 5, -
V= vOERHEHTORBREBRANETH D, BETA
PRAS .. BRBALDRBCEELTCWbDIE, B
AN&2E>TVNEDTH3, SOILEHEDER, HEHEE
B, ZOEROFACEZTVAIRELVWMEOHEIC
I25b, BLEZEOWT, - 7] BEELK-

TWa,
Zhids i %C{iﬁ.?/ﬁf‘f@/}}i( % A THHERI
fooTEKLDIT, FHOHBMAERET 21D ThH- t.

18

{‘Ejl

VPP EELZLEFZ TS, [2—bET ]I
TR e BT DEET, %@%¥®&4bWTéoto%
7 HAEEMA O HER, BHEOA F ) X2 L
HT 2700 THo1e ETDTA 0 =—1F, ZDEREM
[ETICHEVIGHT | (nowhere) ThH 3 T &5 &Y
SNb, d—V — VIIHERENS, XEEHOFEHITIZE
BELTWIZSFTH 3,

SEDIDOEEC, HERB K-V - VOFRAETHIYT
BIEMTEDE, VI LDBERERERESE N, &
DEED, EMD T4 0= —DOEICK I hE 5 &E%
R LT0wd, Z2OF%SHDULBRELTHI,

TR 7 —DPRBOBREASM LI Sichhni,
FhiE~2 7 —DRiFEAIEC LAFEERT ST
bdHoTco ~NRY =, EHEFHIC K > THEFTE LT T
2o BHOHEIKRON S X DT, EHEDIRE AR,
MK CTHEIRBTEDTHD » foo HETFOEBIRIFIT. 4
BoBEESICERTE6DTH >0 ~NR 7 —DEE
L TH e EEoRAIE, EEEET MRS
WTREHADOODTH » iz e, EIANEERIZD
Tm@ﬂotom&&éub¢§ﬂt~%®%ﬁ%tﬁ

VIERICRIOBOBHREZ L TBEEMNS, BET
ﬁﬁ@%%% EXRTFAEDTHB, TOT TN RF Y

Y= FRIESDBELHINCLDB LT B, S I3WE
EBTHOEMNL, AT hoFExEE->TVWEDTHS, &
DBEBEIZN =Y — VDPROEAL D TH - 12,

KOG ~NR T —REBERDEE/ v 7 LicEED
HTTh b,

NRG =« Y UPZEICES IS TWED /
A—%FEL EFTHBEST &, ZOARNITLLT
REOFEMREAANOV OB TE, OB
TRIEA F Y ZAAEFNOAHRKE » o, WEIRE
FHROPGRO G TH > 1eo T DHARD & W 721
BFEAOHEY T, FoMrmF LRI EL
TEAEMTH 120 TOWHRBFOREE T VL
M. ENPURDOEFBRAADOFIRTH - L, %
NUFIO T » &E» 5. BRGWA ) ADHEHEKD
LERDTH -1,

Lifting the iron hammer that hung at the por-
tal, Hester Prynne gave a summons, which was
answered by one of the Governor's bond-
servants; a free-born Englisman, but now a
seven years' slave. During that term he was to
be the property of his master, and as much a
commodity of bargain and sale as an ox, or a
joint-stool. The serf wore the blue coat, which
was the customary garb of serving-men at that
period, and long before, in the old hereditary
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halls of England. (104)
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