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Family Life and Gender of Uygur People in Xinjian, China
: Field-work in Southern Xinjian in 2001
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Uygur people is one of minorities who are Muslim in China. Most of them live in Xinjian Uygur self-government ward that
is located in the end of northwest, and is the largest one in the country.

Chinese people have been increased recently, and the industrial and economical structure has been changing in this area.
Minority people are in part treated well in Chinese society. Those changes have influenced on their folk custom and
traditional way of daily living. '

This paper is based on the field work in Southern Xinjian that was implemented in August, 2001. This research is planed as
the 3-year-project, but this report is the one of the second year. The place we researched is in rural area, and main economy
is very traditional, such as carpet weaving, silk craft work, and folk music instruments. So people still continue to live every
day life traditionally more than in other areas. Religious customs and habits still remained, but seems to be fading out
gradually.

The focus of this paper is on family and social relations of Uygur people in gender perspectives.

In the Islamic traditional society, it is usually believed that the public space is for the man, the private space is for the woman.
But Chinese social policy to treat men and women equally gradually influenced the people's everyday life. Women don't
necessarily cover their faces and bodies with veil, and can go to the market and work outside recently. But most of them
continue to get married in the same villagers or relatives. They maintain to have close relationships with their own relatives
and communicate each other very frequently after marriage.

The demographic characteristics are as follows.

In the case of senior people, most women married mainly in 10's, but the age of men's marriage is varied case by case. The
age difference between husbands and wives is usually very large. And they have about 5 children in average.

One Child Policy gradually influenced on their family life. Young people are married in early 20's, and have one or two
children recently.

As for the education, some people over 60's did not attend the school at all. But people are at least educated at the
secondary school level today. Although boys and girls study in the same class in formal education, they spend their family life
differently by their sex after school and during holidays. Many parents expect their children to go to university, if possible.
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