EHHHERY HELHE $£23% 2003438 ppl1—18

TA)AERE =2 —Y v — T —MIT B 2780 B B #

The School Finance Reform in New Jersey of United State of America

= B oA
Tomoaki CHIKUSA

The purpose of this paper is to review school finance reform in New Jersey and to consider the relation between school
finance system and educational outcome.

In the Abbott cases, by three times (1990, 1994, 1997) New Jersey Supreme Court ruled that the school finance system in
New Jersey was unconstitutional as applied to poor urban districts because the education delivered to these students was
neither thorough nor efficient.

In the response to those decisions, the State had reformed the school finance system a few times. The Comprehensive
Educational Improvement and Financing was enacted to change the formula to calculate the foundation amount. It is the
amount that the State considers is necessary to achieve the Core Curriculum Content Standards. The Core Curriculum
Content Standards were set in 1996. They describe what all students should know and be able to do upon completion of
thirteen-year public education. And to enable students in the Urban School Districts to achieve the Core Curriculum Content
Standards, Whole School Reform was established in 1998.

The school finance system in New Jersey is important to consider the link between school finance systems and the
educational outcome. But it is not perfectly clear to identify the adequate expenditure even in the system in New Jersey.
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