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May-day—I forget whether by Zenobia's sole decree, or
by the unanimous vote of our Community —had been
declared a moveable festival. It was deferred until the sun
should have had a reasonable time to clear away the snow-
drifts, along the lee of the stone-walls, and bring out a few
of the readiest wild-flowers. On the forenoon of the
substituted day, after admitting some of the balmy air into
my chamber, I decided that it was nonsense and
effeminacy to keep myself a prisoner any longer. So I
descended to the sitting-room, and finding nobody there,
proceeded to the barn, whence I had already heard
Zenobia's voice, and along with it a girlish laugh, which
was not so certainly recognizable. Arriving at the spot, ita
little surprised me to discover that these merry outbreaks
came from Priscilla. (58)
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Pertinatiously the thought—'Zenobia is a wife! Zenobia
has lived, and loved! There is no folded petal, no latent
dew-drop, in this perfectly developed rose!'—irresistibly
that thought drove out all other conclusions, as often as
my mind reverted to the subject.(47)
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While inclining us to the soft affections of the Golden Age,
it seemed to authorize any individual, of either sex, to fall
in love with any other, regardless of what would else-
where be suitable and prudent. Accordingly, the tender
passion was very rife among us, in various degrees of
mildness or virulence, but mostly passing away with the
state of things that had given it origin. This was all well
enough; but, for a girl like Priscilla, and a woman like
Zenobia, to jostle one another in their love of a man like
Hollingsworth, was likely to be no child'd play.(72)
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its usually lonesome glades.") (209)&. I b v O{RE
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Among them was an Indian chief, with blanket, feathers
and war-paint, and uplifted tomahawk; and near him,
looking fit to be his woodland-bride, the goddes Diana,
with the crescent on her head, and attended by our big,
lazy dog, in lack of any fleeter hound. Drawing an arrow
from her quiver, she let it fly, at a venture, and hit the very
tree behind which I happened to be lurking. (209)

PHRTREZ - BB E->THDBEY S0, LAK
DEVIZE ST AV L2y FORBEGHRIES,

A little further off, some old-fashioned skinkers and
drawers, all with portentously red noses, were spreading a
banquet on the leaf-strewn earth; while a horned and long-
tailed gentleman (in whom I recognized the fiendish
musician, erst seen by Tam O'Shanter) turned his fiddle,
and summoned the whole motley rout to a dance, before
partaking of the festal cheer. So they joined hands in a
circle, whirling round so swiftly, so madly, and so merrily,
in time and tune with the Satanic music, that their
separate incongruities were blended all together; and they
became a kind of entanglement that went nigh to turn
one's brain, with merely looking at it.(210)
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Our sundays, at Blithedale, were not ordinarily kept
with such rigid observance as might have befitted the
descendants of the Pilgrims, whose high enterprise, as we
sometimes flattered ourselves, we had taken up, and were
carrying it onward and aloft, to a point which they never
dreamed of attaing.(117)
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We were of all creeds and opinions, and generally tolerant
of all, on every imaginable subject. Our bond, it seems to
me, was not affirmaive, but negative. We had individually
found one thing or another to quarrel with, in our past life,
and were pretty well agreed as to the inexpediency of
lumbering along with the old symtem any farther. (63)
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So stern was the energy of his aspect, that the whole man,
visage, frame, and soul, seemed wrought of iron, gifted
with life and thought, yet all of one substance with his
head-piece and breast-plate. It was the Puritan of Puritans;
it was Endicott himself! ¢
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The domestic fire was a type of all these attributes, and
seemed to bring might and majesty, and wild Nature, and
a spiritual essence, into our inmost home, and yet to dwell
with us in such friendliness, that its mysteries and marvels
excited no dismay. The same mild companion, that smiled
so placidly in our faces, was he that comes roaring out of
Aetna, and ruses madly up the sky, like a fiend breaking
loose from torment, and fighting for a place among the
upper angels. &
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There never was any blaze of a fireside that warmed and
cheered me, in the down-sinkings and shiverings of my
spirit, so effectually as did the light out of those eyes,
which lay so deep and dark under his shaggy brows. (42)
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On meeing him again, I was often filled with remorse,
when his deep eyes beamed kindly upon me, as with the
glow of a household fire that was burning in a cave.—"He
is a man, after all!" thought I—"his Maker's own truest
image, a philanthropic man!—not that steel engine of the
Devil's contrivance, a philanthropist!"—But, in my wood-
walks, and in my silent chamber, the dark face frowned at
me again." (71)
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They have an idol, to which they consecrate themselves
high-priest, and deem it holy work to offer sacrifices of
whatever is most precious, and never once seem to
suspect—so cunning has the Devil been with them—that
this false deity, in whose iron features, immitigable to all
the rest of mankind, they see only benignity and love, is
but a spectrum of the very priest himself, projected upon
the surrounding darkness. And the higher and purer the
original object, and the more unselfishly it may have been
taken up, the slighter is the probability that they can be
led to recognize the process, by which godlike
benevolence has been debased into all-devouring egotism.
(70-71)
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