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Supplementary remarks on the Japanese dative (-ni) case
Key words : dative, passive, agent, Japanese, -niyotte
Kazumi SUGAI

The present paper is devoted to showing that the Japanese dative (-ni) case is comprehensively analyzed
in semantic terms, focusing itself upon its semantic roles [REASON], [AGENT-LIKE] and [TIME]. The first
section illustrates that all the semantic roles of the case are characterized as realizations of the goal on
the source-path-goal schema to some great or small extent. In the second section, the -ni case for [REASON]
is proved to differ from -de and -kara in that it reaches the nominative NP in the abstract sense. The
third section differentiates -ni for [AGENT-LIKE] from the compound form -niyotte morphosyntactically and
semantically in that -niyotte marks the noun phrase that brings about the event predicated by the predi-
cative verb. The fourth section differs -ni from -kara in that the former marks the agent-like NP when
the NP transmits energy to the nominative NP, whereas the latter marks the agent-like NP when the NP
is profiled as away from the nominative NP. In the final section the dative case for [TIME] is analyzed as
analogous to the dative for [LOCATION] at the spatial dimension, while [TIME] is distinct from [LOCATION]
in that time is unidirectional in nature.

Throughout the text it is maintained that [REASON], [AGENT-LIKE] and [TIME] are unified in the
same way as [GOAL], [RESULT] and [LOCATION] are characterized in Sugai(2000).



