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On Yoshiatsu Shiba’s assumption of office as Kanrei

and his offer of resignation from it

Shoichi KAWAMURA

General Yoshinori Ashikaga (EF|##) nominated Yoshiatsu Shiba (fi#E) for Kanrei

(BfH) for the next new term in 1429, Initially Yoshiatsu and his vassals strongly declined the pr

oposal, and even after taking office he offered his resignation many times. An interpretation of

this situation claims that Yoshiatsu was mentally handicapped. But this interpretation cannot be

justified. Three reasons are pointed out in this article for his evasion of the post. First, there was

a conflict between Yoshinori and Yoshiatsu on policy issues. Second, the post of Kanrei had been

stripped of all its importance by the time. And third, it was a financial burden for Yoshiatsu to

occupy the position. It may also be pointed out that the tendency to refuse the position was

observed among other persons qualified for the post as well. From the above, the present article

concludes that the raison d’etre of the Kanrei system had been diminished considerably.



