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Modernization of East Asia and History Education (1)

—Analitical Research on Modernization of East Asia
described in Textbooks of History for Japanese High Schools——

Tomohito HARADA

The purpose of this paper is to analize the modernization process of China and Korea described in textbooks of history

(9 kind of world history textbooks and 6 kind of Japanese history textbooks) for Japanese high schools,especially in 1994’s
edition. Viewpoints of analysis I have employed are as follows:

(1) How dose it be described of backgrounds of modernization?
(2) How dose it be described of start of modernization?
(3) How dose it be described of aiming “Modernity” and its realizing process?
1) How dose it be described of movements of modernization by the establishment?
11) How dose it be described of movements of resistance against modernization or movements of modernization by the
people?
(4) How dose it be described of the fruits and limits of modernization at the beginning of the 20th century?
After the deliberate analyses, obtained the following results:
(1) About the backgrounds of modernization;
» In China, dominance of Manchu dynasty has weakened since the end of 18th century. ‘
- In Korea,Lee dynasty has adopted the national isolation policy, and rejected Japanese demand of opening country.
(2) About the starts of modernization;
+ In China, the Opium War has started the modernization.
+ In Korea, Kanghwa-do Treaty with Iapan has started the modernization.
(3) About the modernization process;
1) By the establishment;

* In China, Manchu dynasty adopted western technology at first, and next tried to form constitutional monarchy.

+ In Korea, Lee dynasty was split in two parties, reformatives supported by Japan and conservatives supported by
China, and started to fight each other.

11) By the people;

+ In China, the Tai-ping-tian-guo Revolution was caused by Hong Xiu quan at the midst of 19th century, and then
caused anti-imperialism movement by Yi he tuan at the end of 19th century, furthermore caused the Xin hai Revolu-
tion by Sun Wen in 1911. _

+ In Korea, the peasant riot leaded by Chon Pong-jun was caused in 1894, and then caused military resistance against
Japanese rule at the beginning of the 20th century.

(4) About the fruits and limits of modernization;

+ In China, the Xin hai Revolution overthrowed Manchu dynasty and founded the Republic of China in 1912, but
factional strifes in armies were caused.

+ In Korea, military resistance against Japan were suppressed by Japanese forces, and Korea was annexed to Japan in
1910.



