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Spencer’s Philosophy of Science and its Evolutionary Interpretation of Emergence
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MORI Hideki

The reductionist philosophy of science has criticized emergence as being only epistemological. The purpose of this paper is to

interpret Spencer's thought as “evolutionary epistemology” and to reexamine such criticisms of emergence from that standpoint. First,

we confirm that Spencer's philosophy can be interpreted as “evolutionary epistemology” (Chapter 1) . Next, we show what kind of

activity this position would interpret science as (Chapter 2) . Finally, we consider what contribution an evolutionary interpretation of

science can make to the debate on emergence in the philosophy of science (Chapter 3) .
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