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Study of Izumi Country Warriors of Satsuma Clan
— from Viewpoint of Seinan War —
Noriyuki Fujii & Ken Ohara

At the border of the fief of Satsuma clan, an important area for the fief
defense, Izumi district functioned as a base of the corps of Satsuma clan’s
strongest country warriors (samurais) fathered from every part of the fief at the
beginning of Edo period.

The Izumi country warriors fully displayed their power in the Boshin War, but
easily surrendered in the Izumi battle in Seinan War. The reasons may be as
follows:

The upper-class Izumi country warriors obtained a wider view through their
visit to Kyoto, far away from Satsuma. This gave them a critical mind and
helped them to have a distrust of the castle town warriors through the distinction
in granting the rewards and stipend. This was also a suspicion against the
Satsuma Force headquarters chiefly comprising Takamori Saigo and other castle
town warriors. In addition, since the upper-class country warriors could see that
the relation of sovereign and subjects for the Seinan War were unclear as well as
future vision, they did not positively participated in the Selnan War.



