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On the Mikatas, Shugodai in Wakasa Country,
in the Muromacht Period

Shoichi KAWAMURA

In 1406, Mikata Noritada was appointed as Shugodai (administrator) in
Wakasa Country. His brother Tadaharu succeeded him in some year between 1435
and 1437. He remained in the position until 1440, when his master Isshiki
Yoshitsura was killed by Shogun.

Around 1420, Noritada became the most powerful in the subjects of the
Isshikis . During several years after becoming Shugodai in Wakasa, he went
down to Wakasa from Kyoto almost every year. In 1414, he nominated his third
son Noritsugu for his representative, and made him stay in Wakasa to execute
direct goverment over the Country. But, Chohoji, who was one of the Bushi
in Wakasa and was at the same time appointed as Sho-Shugodai (representative
of Shugodai), was so influential that the Mikatas could not make their rule
penetrate the Country. This led Noritsugu, in 1429, to dismiss Chohoji and
to appoint Matsuyama as a new Sho-Shugodai, who was sent down to Wakasa.

It is apparent form these that the goverment of Wakasa Country by the
Isshikis (Sugo) was executed substantially by the Mikatas as Shugodai.



