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The protection given by Sengoku-Daimyo to the
estates purchased by his retainers.
: The case of the Takedas in Wakasa Province

Shoichi Kawamura

In Wakasa Province during the 15th and 16th century, kajishi (fn#iF)
that was an intermediary right for a kind of tax on real estate levied by someone
rather than a direct ruler, was sold and bought extensively by the warrior, the
priest, and the peasant. Accordingly, the land that the retainers of the Takedas
had was fluctuating in quantity all the time, and at the same time, their rights and
interests became intricate and complicated. The Takedas could not employ the
policy to investigate the land of the retainers compulsorily. But because the
rights of the retainers on their purchased estates ‘were instable, they asked the
Takedas for the protection of their purchased land. Consequently, the Takedas
could grasp, to some extent, the purchased land of their retainers. As the inter-
mediary rights were included in their estates, the Takedas could grasp the new
gains which had not been grasped before. The Takedas could magnify the base
of their power by means of creating a new tax on the purchased estates of their
retainers. But it was not of compulsory nature, but applied based on the self re-
ports from the retainers. The purchasers did not always ask the Takedas for
their protection, but often resorted to the local feudal lords who ruled over the
purchased estates. The protection by the local lords was done in parallel with
that by the Takedas, and the leagal function of the law was equal to that of the
Takedas. But with the strengthening of control by the Takedas, the protection
by the Takedas gradually began to replace that by the local lords. But the pro

tection by them was not eradicated.



