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Multi-sensory ~ Storytelling of Fairy Tales to Students with Intellectual

Disabilities: Focusing on Strategy used by Storytellers
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Background: Children can develop their language abilities and value diversity through the telling of fairy tales. Students with
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intellectual disabilities were able to participate in and benefit from story activities if multi-sensory storytelling, which is
not common in Japan, was provided.

Method: In order to seek a strategy for using multi-sensory storytelling in the context of education for children with special
educational needs here in Japan, we qualitatively analysed how a multi-sensory storytelling specialist from the UK related
a fairy tale to juniour high school students in a special class.

Results: The teller used voice contrast, facial expression, gesture, onomatopoetic expression, props and so on, to distinguish
the characteristics of the various characters, as well as the plot, to get those children involved in the activity of the story.

Conclusion: Multi-sensory storytelling helped students with intellectual disabilities understand stories and take part in storytel-
ling activities. Storytelling training should be considered for teachers to provide a higher quality of education for children
with special needs.
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