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<abstract>

A semantic systematization of cases
and their articulatory functions in Japanese

Kazumi SUGAI
(Hyogo University of Teacher Education)

The present paper begins by asking the question as to how the morphological case is
selected when NP is marked with one morphological case, not another. For this issue, the
two approaches that previous studies have presented are denied. First, the morphological
case is not selected so as to realize a certain semantic role since some cases are vague,
rather than ambiguous, between semantic roles. Secondly, lexical information (or lexical
structures) does not designate the morphological case (including zero realization) since
even the grammatical cases cannot be semantically vacant.

From the cultural semiotic point of view, language (technologically, signs) articulate
the conceived situation we perceive in particular ways. In this paper it is maintained that
the morphological cases, which are of course signs, also serve to articulate the conceived
situation physically, spatially, or temporally, on the case system in Japanese as below.

(INITIAL) = {PROCESS) = (FINAL)
kara wo ni

<«<——————— (BACKGROUND) —M >
de

This schema is partly different from the SOURCE-PATH-GOAL schema in that the
middle term SOURCE, PATH, and GOAL are replaced by INITIAL, PROCESS, and
FINAL, respectively, and the new term BACKGROUND is added. As far as this case
system is valid, the ablative (-kara), the accusative (-wo), the dative (-nip), and the
instrumental (-de) cases articulate the aspect of INITIAL, PROCESS, FINAL, and
BACKGROUND of the conceived situation, respectively.

A detailed analysis has shown that the semiotic approach is available to explain a wide
range of case alternation phenomena. For a simple example, when yama (mountain) is
marked with the dative (-nmi) case, as in yama-ni noboru (climb to the mountain), it is
construed as extracting the aspect of GOAL of climbing (noboru), while when the NP is
marked with the accusative (~wo) case, as in yama-wo noboru (climb the mountain), it is
construed as extracting the aspect of PROCESS. Consequently, the morphological cases
do not mark NP for realizing its semantic role(s), but serve to articulate the spatial and

temporal aspects of the conceived situation.
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