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This study focuses on a relatively new concept, "empowerment” which is currently gaining attention. A
y y P p y & g

variety of "empowerment” programs have recently been advocated. Empowerment has also become a

popular topic within the social sciences.

The major pupose of this study was to clarify the concept of empowerment and its implications on the

alternative process of self-actualization in the field of art education. The researchers defined

empowerment as the collaborative creation of power. Students whose schooling experiences reflect

collaborative relations of power develop their ability, confidence and motivation to succeed academically

and emotionally. They participate competently in the learning processes as a resuit of having developed a

secure sense of identity and the knowledge that their voices will be heard and respected within the

classroom. In other words, empowerment derives from the process of negotiating identities in the

classroom.

Art intrincically functions as an empowering force to foster self awareness/esteem through the process of

artistic expression. In the implementation of art lessons, however, covert societal codes such as morals

sometimes prevent students from their inherent art expression motives. Researchers proposed nine

empowering factors which should be included in the curriculum development in art where the individual

artistic impulses are highly emphasized to seek for the self actualization through the negotiating process

by the teacher and mutual teacher-student authority.
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